 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Parenting from a Spiritual Perspective
In order to understand parenting, it is helpful to first examine God’s plan for marriage. The prophet Malachi explained that God makes a husband and a wife one flesh, because He is seeking God’s seed (Malachi 2:14-15). He is seeking spiritual seed bearing His image, serving Him and glorifying Him. It may be helpful to understand this seed concept better by considering a natural example. A cotton seed has imprinted on it a cotton plant producing many seeds which in turn will produce fields of cotton from generation to generation without end. Likewise, God’s seed would be offspring or children who have imprinted on them the image of God producing others with the same image from generation to generation without end. Thus an important end result of marriage is to produce godly children. This message examines how parents can raise godly children.

The primary mission of parents is to know Jesus themselves and to bring their children to Jesus so that they might know Him. In addition, parents are given a life-time assignment as prayer warriors for their children. Bringing up children helps parents understand the importance of the scripture, pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17). Parents are to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit and to the needs of their children. You are not to be moved by the needs of the children but by the Holy Spirit. You can ask the Lord about the needs of your children, such as encouragement, freedom and correction. When you know a need, then you are to ask the Lord how you are to respond to the situation.

It is important to serve God so that parents can have a godly influence on their children. 

Exodus 20:5-6 (New American Standard Bible)

5 You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me,

6 but showing loving-kindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.
Deuteronomy 4:40 (New American Standard Bible)

So you shall keep His statutes and His commandments which I am giving you today, that it may go well with you and with your children after you, and that you may live long on the land which the LORD your God is giving you for all time.
Those parents who do not serve the Lord place their children in a dangerous position.

God takes our parenting very seriously. The Bible says that before God would address certain issues on earth He would have to discuss them with Abraham, because He knew how Abraham would raise his children.

Genesis 18:17-19 (New American Standard Bible)

17 The LORD said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, 

18 since Abraham will surely become a great and mighty nation, and in him all the nations of the earth will be blessed? 

19 For I have chosen him, so that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring upon Abraham what He has spoken about him."
In contrast to Abraham’s good parenting methods, Eli’s household was judged and cut off because he did not restrain his grown children.

1 Samuel 3:12-13 (New American Standard Bible)

12 In that day I will carry out against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 

13 For I have told him that I am about to judge his house forever for the iniquity which he knew, because his sons brought a curse on themselves and he did not rebuke them. 
Bring up the children unto the Lord, and He will never depart from you.

You may know the calling of God on your child’s life (e.g. prophet, pastor or evangelist). However, knowing a child’s calling does not release him into his destiny. You must help open the gate of his destiny. The thing that releases a person into his destiny is a strategic prophetic word. God set the environment for Jesus to be born on the earth with numerous prophetic words throughout the old testament of the Bible. However, when the parents of Jesus brought him to the temple when he was eight days old, Simeon and Anna prophesied over him (Luke 2:25-38). These prophetic words opened the gate to Jesus’ destiny. At eight days of age, the word was given for his destiny to begin. At the point of the prophetic word over Jesus was the beginning of the fulfillment of his destiny.

Parents are to teach their children to hear from the Lord themselves. Those people who are led by the Spirit of God are the sons of God (Romans 8:14). Those children who belong to Jesus know his voice (John 10:4). The parents of Jesus took him to Jerusalem for the Passover feast. When they returned home He remained in the temple hearing the elders and asking them questions (Luke 2:41-49). When his parents found him three days later and discussed the matter with him, Jesus said that he must be about the Father’s business (Luke 2:48-49). He had been led by the Spirit of God to stay in the temple for special training. Children are to be released by their parents to follow the Lord when they hear His voice.

The gospel of Luke provides a brief description of how Jesus developed as a child.

Luke 2:40 (Amplified Bible)

And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace (favor and spiritual blessing) of God was upon Him.

The remainder of this article will apply the basic concepts identified in this scripture to your role in parenting.

Spiritual Growth
Spiritual nourishment for all of God’s children comes from the word of God.

1 Peter 2:2 (New American Standard Bible)

Like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,

As children hear the word of God taught and preached to them and actively study the word, they will grow spiritually.

Bring forth the babes and the children who have not yet been weaned to let them nurse at the Lord’s side so that they might be strong and healthy. They will lack nothing and will always be growing in His grace and mercy.

The Lord is sending the babes to those people who will bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4). As you lay hands on the children, the anointing will fall upon them. As the Lord sends children to you, He says “Feed My lambs.” (John 21:15)

The Lord is completing each one of His children. He is the Creator, and He formed each one in the mother’s womb. 

Jeremiah 1:5a (New American Standard Bible)

Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; 
He is able to complete the work that He started. 

Psalm 138:8a (Amplified Bible)

The Lord will perfect that which concerns me.
He is the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last.  He was dead and is alive for evermore.

Strong in Spirit

Paul prayed that the people be strengthened in the inner man by the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 3:16). This strength comes from the Holy Spirit and occurs in the spirit man or inner being. This strength can be granted to God’s children so that Christ may dwell in their hearts through faith and that they may be able to comprehend the love of Christ (Ephesians 3:17-18). You need to pray strengthening prayers for your children and expose them to the Holy Spirit so they can be strengthened in their inner beings.

In these last days, the Lord is making Himself known to the children, as well as outcasts and those who are open to receive.

Acts 2:17 (New American Standard Bible)

'AND IT SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS,' God says, 'THAT I WILL POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT ON ALL MANKIND; AND YOUR SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS SHALL PROPHESY, AND YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS, AND YOUR OLD MEN SHALL DREAM DREAMS; 
Teach your children to keep themselves open to the Lord, and He will manifest His glory through them. Teach them to seek those things which are above and not beneath and to seek those things which will not corrupt but have eternal value. Guide your children into a strong relationship with the Holy Spirit.

The Lord protects His children with a strong hand. The cries of battered children, as well as men and women, come up to the Lord (Exodus 2:23). He will provide deliverance for them. However, when children disobey they take themselves out from under His protective care. Parents are to love, correct and instruct their children even when they are disobedient. This is also a time for effective, fervent prayer.
Filled with Wisdom

The wisdom of God is revealed by His Spirit through His word. To those who are called, Christ is the wisdom of God (1 Corinthians 1:24). However, the natural mind cannot comprehend the wisdom of God. It takes a reverent fear of the Lord for instruction in the word of God to bring wisdom (Proverbs 15:33). Jesus Christ has been made wisdom unto us (1 Corinthians 1:30). Therefore, your children must receive Jesus as Lord in order to embark on a path of understanding God’s wisdom. In order for your children to continue to receive wisdom, they must receive the anointed word of God.
Knowing the ways of the Lord will help your children understand wisdom. The Lord gently leads His children. He says yes to those things that would bless His children and draw them closer to Him. He says no to those things that would hinder or harm them and keep them from drawing near to Him. He says not yet for those things that are yet to come. As parents, you are to be followers and imitators of the Lord. Say yes when the Lord would say yes. Say no when He would say no. Say not yet until there is a witness of the Spirit that the right time has come.

Teach your children and expose them to the teaching of the word of God so that they will be established in the kingdom of God. It takes the preaching of the word of God through the Spirit of God to bring the children of God out of the world and to establish them in the kingdom of God. Romans 16:25 says it takes the power of God to establish you. There is one thing to be in the kingdom of God and another thing to be established in it.

Amazing Grace

It is the Lord’s will that none of your children should perish but that all should come to the knowledge of His saving grace so that they might look upon His face (2 Peter 3:9). It is His amazing grace that brings people out of darkness. His grace makes them stand in the world and in the kingdom of God. His grace is sufficient for every situation (2 Corinthians 12:9). 

There are some who sit in gross darkness in their sin, pride, stubbornness and self pity. The Lord is against those who are proud, but He gives grace to the humble (James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5). You may have to stand in the gap for some of your children and make up the hedge for they will surely perish without God’s mercy and His grace. The dark days that lay ahead will compass them round about, and some will cry out in their torment. You should be there to bridge the gap.

The Lord wants to take the hand of your children to lead them where they will be free. He wants them to enter into a special place of fruitfulness which is full of grace. In that place, they will be able to look into His face and they will know their purpose.

Conclusions
It is not too late to change your way of parenting. Whether the age of your child is 3, 13, 30 or 60, you can improve your way of parenting. You may have different challenges as parents when your children are grown than when they are young. However, all things are possible with God (Matthew 19:26). Remember that the Lord loves your children and desires the best for them. However, prayer is needed to release the Lord to supernaturally intervene in the natural realm on their behalf. Some of the most important things you can do for your children are to imitate Jesus as a model to them and to guide them in developing a vibrant and strong relationship with Him.
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