 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MARRIAGE AS IT WAS INTENDED TO BE
Several different types of marriages will be addressed in this study. Although the different marriages will be presented in their basic forms, it is possible to blend elements from the various types. These marriages are presented in the order of their effectiveness to produce meaningful, long-lasting relationships, beginning with the least effective and then moving towards the most effective marriage.

Crafted Marriage
The first type of marriage, which is called a crafted marriage, focuses on romance, affection and attention. This is the media’s perfect marriage. Movies from Hollywood and romance novels provide a picture of this crafted marriage. The husband remembers the wife’s birthday, their anniversary, and special occasions and provides gifts, flowers and fine dining. The wife may arrange for candle-lit dinners for the married couple and for special get-away trips for the two of them. Even when children come along, the married couple can make arrangements for special times together, such as dates to eat at a fine restaurant, walk and talk in the park and go to a movie.

Problems with Crafted Marriages
Romance does not adequately prepare couples for the difficulties that they may face through the years of married life. How will they deal with problems related to careers, finances, sex, children, and extended family, just to name a few? What happens when the flame of passion for each other flickers? Nothing in the crafted marriage permanently connects the married couple together. If something or someone better comes along, then one of the partners may abandon the relationship. 

There is room in the crafted marriage for manipulation and control, as well as other evils. This marriage is based only on a continuing relationship between the husband and wife. With respect to the marriage, the husband and wife are not subject to anyone outside the marriage. They are not obliged to take advice from outsiders, regardless of whether it is good or not. If the husband abuses and mistreats the wife, she may have him locked in jail, take out a constraining order keeping him from contacting her or divorce him. None of these options seek to work out the differences between the husband and wife.

The crafted marriage is based on natural things, and therefore it is a natural marriage with no reference to God. It is temporal in nature and subject to change at any time. Love in the crafted marriage is a natural or conditional love. As long as the wife does everything to please the husband, he loves her. However, if her body, mind, words, behavior or actions are not pleasing to the husband, his love for her could diminish. Likewise, the wife’s love for the husband could diminish if something about him is not pleasing to her.

Assessment of the Crafted Marriage
Even with a well crafted marriage, the couple may face marital problems related to sex, finances, in-laws, careers, etc. The couple may seek counsel from friends and relatives, see a marriage counselor or read self-help books on marriage. Many people are willing to share practical advice for improving these marriages. Such advice would be based on their own experiences of what worked and what did not work in their own lives, as well as knowledge obtained from books, television and movies. It is sad to say that even with all of the information that is available on how to have a successful marriage, half of the crafted marriages end in divorce. Many of the crafted marriages that avoid divorce may not be considered as successful by the married couple themselves. There are often many unresolved problems in crafted marriages that are not apparent to outsiders.

Biblical Marriage
The second type of marriage, which is called a biblical marriage, is based on biblical principles. This is the most prevalent marriage among Christians. Christians have been well schooled in a few basic biblical principles for marriage. Most notably, the husband must love his wife and the wife must respect her husband (Ephesians 5:33). It is not feasible to cover all of the traditional biblical principles for marriage in this study. However, several basic biblical principles will be covered as the ten commandments of marriage. These will be drawn from the Ten Commandments which God gave Moses.

God’s Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:2-17)
1. I am the LORD your God, and you shall have no other gods before Me (verses 2-3). 

2. You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven (verse 4).

3. You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain (verse 7).

4. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy (verse 8). 

5. Honor your father and your mother (verse 12). 

6. You shall not murder (verse 13).

7. You shall not commit adultery (verse 14). 

8. You shall not steal (verse 15).

9. You shall not bear false witness (verse 16). 

10. You shall not covet (verse 17).

Ten Commandments for Marriage
Biblical principles for marriage can be developed from the ten commandments of God given above. These are presented for your consideration and possible expansion.


1. Honor the marriage covenant with your spouse. During each wedding ceremony the bride and groom pledge devotion to each other, as well as other vows. The wedding vows represent a covenant between the husband and wife for the rest of their lives. These vows were taken at the wedding in the presence of God and men. You should review your wedding vows and abide by them as a marriage covenant.


2. Be a person of integrity. God releases his power only to those whose character (e.g. integrity) will properly utilize it. Looking at ungodly images, such as pictures of nude people in magazines, movies, television or the Internet, reflects a lack of integrity. Do not be involved with a substitute for your marriage partner such as pornographic images. Involvement in pornography, as an image of another woman or man, reflects a lack of integrity.


3. Speak only positively about your spouse. Your words are powerful (Proverbs 18:21). They can set a positive or negative course for your marriage (James 3:3-5). Declare the things that you desire for your marriage by faith and see them come to pass (Mark 11:23).


4. Spend special time with your spouse on a frequent basis. Solomon, who is a type of the Christ and the godly husband, traveled with his beloved wife and spent special time with her (Song of Solomon 2:8-14; 4:8; 7:11). Likewise, you and your spouse are to spend special time together.


5. Honor your spouse. Wives are to respect and honor their husbands (Ephesians 5:33). All those who are worthy of honor are to be honored (Romans 13:7). You showed singular honor to your spouse by marrying him/her, so you should honor that person now, as well.


6. Build up your spouse. Anger or hatred in your heart towards your spouse has the same destructive consequences as murder (Matthew 5:21-21; 1 John 3:15). Love edifies and builds up and encourages one to grow (1 Corinthians 8:1 Amplified). As you pray over your spouse and speak the scriptures over him/her, God’s power is released in him/her.


7. You shall not commit adultery. Fidelity, which is continuing faithfulness, is a heart issue. Jesus portrays a very high standard for fidelity in marriage. He said that if a man lusts after a woman, he has committed adultery in his heart (Matthew 5:28). Your heart should be pure towards your spouse.


8. You shall not take anything away from your spouse. If you abuse or mistreat your spouse, you are harming him/her. God gave you a spouse as your reward (Ecclesiastes 9:9), so abusing or mistreating your spouse diminishes the value of your eternal reward from God and also hinders your relationship with God Himself (1 Peter 3:7).


9. Be truthful with your spouse. Strong relationships are based on trust. You can only develop trust in marriage by being truthful with your spouse.


10. Be content with your spouse. Rejoice with the wife of your youth, which reflects contentment (Proverbs 5:18). Contentment denotes a relationship with the heavenly Father rather than being based on the things which you possess. The word of God teaches that you are not to covet but rather to be content, because the Lord is with you (Hebrews 13:5). Contentment in your relationship with the Lord will affect every aspect of your marriage. 

Problems with Biblical Marriages
1. A Form of Godliness without Life: Obeying the basic commandments of God does not ensure an abundant life for your marriage. A rich young ruler wanted to know God’s ways so he asked Jesus how he could receive eternal life (Mark 10:17-22). He explained to Jesus that he had kept the ten commandments of God from his youth. However, he knew something was lacking in his life, so he wanted to tap into God’s life to make up for what was lacking in his own life. Keeping these basic commandments did not ensure that he would be able to live the abundant life that Jesus promised (John 10:10).

Jesus showed the young man what was needed for him to walk in the abundant life. Jesus showed him that he needed to fulfill God’s plan for his life. He was to sell all that he had, distribute to the poor and follow Jesus (Mark 10:21). However, the young man rejected God’s plan and went away sorrowful.  Just obeying the basic commandments of God does not ensure a successful life or a successful marriage. A successful marriage is dependent on the husband and wife both fulfilling God’s plan for their lives and marriage.

2. Misunderstanding Scriptures on Love: There are problems with the way that biblical principles for marriage are traditionally presented and practiced. Some biblical principles are meant to be standards and hence static pictures of the husband and wife in maturity. However, these static pictures are often inappropriately imposed on immature couples with adverse results. One potential problem in a biblical marriage relates to the scriptures on love. Husbands are commanded to love their wives without specific provisions given for husbands to be taught how to love their wives (Ephesians 5:25). Wives are not specifically commanded to love their husbands, but provisions are made for wives to be taught how to love their husbands (Titus 2:4). 

This separate treatment for husbands and wives related to love appears to be a dilemma until these concepts are put in context (Ephesians 5). The mature husband depicts Christ who does not need to be taught to love His bride for He already loves her. The wife depicts the bride of Christ. This bride includes the whole body of Christ, which is composed of both men and women. Hence the provision for the bride to be taught to love Christ, the husband, applies to both men and women. Both men and women must be taught to love their spouses.

In order to explore this situation further consider the case of Ruth and Boaz. Ruth is taught to be a godly wife by her mother-in-law, Naomi (Ruth 2-3). After being instructed in godly ways for a period of time, Ruth submits to Boaz, as her future husband, by lying at his feet (Ruth 3:14). The process by which Ruth matured is described in much detail. However, the process by which Boaz reached maturity is not explicitly shown. Instead, Boaz shows up on the scene as a mature man and an elder in the city with wealth, land, fields of grain, and servants (Ruth 2:1; 4:1).

The maturity process for young men and women is basically the same. The heavenly Father puts people in the lives of young men and women to mature them.

Galatians 4:1-2 (New American Standard Bible)
1 Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner of everything, 

2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the father.

However, the basic principles for marriage appear to be so clear that people think they can abide by them without help from anyone. Most ministers who teach on marriage do not address the process of maturity. Instead, they simply show a static image of what the marriage should look like. This approach is often frustrating and harmful to young couples who get lost in the process.

3. Misunderstanding Scriptures on Authority: Another problem encountered by couples who desire a biblical marriage relates to authority and submission. The biblical standard is for the husband to be the head (Ephesians 5:23) and the wife to submit to her husband (Ephesians 5:22). A problem is evident when an immature husband tries to be a dominating head without submitting to any authority himself. The word of God warns against putting a novice or an immature person into a position of authority (1 Timothy 3:6). This warning applies to marriages, as well as the church. Forcing a wife to submit to an immature husband who does not portray the character of Christ is out of God’s order. Although such a marriage appears on the surface to be consistent with biblical principles, it violates many other principles. A wife must know that she can trust her husband as a caring, loving and mature believer. Ruth was able to submit to Boaz, because he was mature, caring and godly and she had learned godly ways and matured to be a virtuous woman (Ruth 3:11). Without love, sensitivity and godly character, any marriage that inappropriately applies authority and submission is doomed for failure.

An Assessment of Traditional Biblical Marriages
Although the traditional biblical marriage applies certain elements from the Bible, it does not truly reflect everything the Bible says about marriage. Instead, scriptures are used out of context and without understanding to create a male-dominated marriage. In this case, the wife is forced into submission. Couples who are totally caught up in this type of marriage are easy to spot. The husband looks like a strutting "banty" (bantam) rooster (a small, colorful breed of chicken with an aggressive and "puffed-up" disposition), while the wife looks like a mouse. Sometimes restrictions are imposed on what the mousey wife can do and wear. There are no such restrictions on the husband who can do anything and wear anything, making him look as slick as grease.

Married couples who try to follow traditional biblical principles for marriage often face major problems with some being considered as insurmountable. If they want to try to resolve major problems, they may turn to Christian counselors or Christian books on marriage. The problems are often not resolved, because half of these marriages end in divorce. It is a sad commentary on the church that the divorce rate among married couples in the church is the same as among worldly marriages. 

Many couples in traditional biblical marriages who do not divorce continue to face major problems in their marriages, because they do not have adequate support from ministers and other mature believers. Christian literature and sermons from the pulpit have not improved married life because the concepts are cold, bankrupt and sterile, missing the abundant life of God which Jesus promised.

Spiritual Marriages
A spiritual marriage merges two destinies – the destiny of the husband with the destiny of the wife. Their destinies were first birthed in the heart of God before time began. Initially, only God knows these destinies, but He reveals them to His children by His Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:10). The man and woman must seek God to discover their destinies. They also need anointed people around them to help them discover their destinies. Often the man and woman may begin the discovery process before they are married. For example, they may understand God’s calling on their lives before they are married. However, the fullness of the man’s destiny and the fullness of the woman’s destiny is revealed throughout their lifetime. In particular, the destiny of the married couple is revealed as the husband and wife mature both individually and as a married couple by building strong relationships with the Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.

In the spiritual marriage, the husband and the wife truly become one – one in the flesh and one in the spirit. No longer can one be leading far ahead of the other, but they must think and act as one.

Oneness in Spirit and Flesh
In the Garden of Eden, God created the first human being as both male and female.

Genesis 1:27 (New American Standard Bible)

God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.
Before God took the woman out of man, they were one in every respect (Genesis 2:23). God gave them a purpose for existing. They had no other purpose than what God said about them.

Genesis 1:28 (New American Standard Bible)

God blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth." 
The union of Adam and Eve before the woman was taken out of the man represents a spiritual marriage in which the couple merged into one being and forsook any selfish interests to fulfill God’s purpose. From God’s perspective, destiny is being one with His purpose. Oneness does not relate to individual purpose, but it relates to the purpose and plan of God. God’s destiny for each married couple involves the couple being one with His purpose. After the woman was taken out of the man, the couple was united in a natural marriage in which they became one flesh.

Genesis 2:24 (New American Standard Bible)

For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh. 
In today’s spiritual marriage, the husband and wife are to become one in flesh (Matthew 19:5; Ephesians 5:31) and one in spirit (1 Corinthians 6:17; Philippians 1:27). Unity and agreement for a married couple are powerful, but oneness is greater than both unity and agreement. It takes the glory of God to produce oneness.

John 17:22 (New American Standard Bible)

The glory which You [Heavenly Father] have given Me [Jesus] I have given to them [all believers], that they may be one, just as We are one.
Oneness is the order that God has set forth for the world to see. Only in oneness will the glory of God be manifested. The married couple can achieve such a high degree of oneness that they are of one mind and one accord.

Philippians 2:2 (Amplified Bible)

Fill up and complete my joy by living in harmony and being of the same mind and one in purpose, having the same love, being in full accord and of one harmonious mind and intention.
In merging destinies, the wife does not give up her identity and merge into the husband. Neither does the husband give up his identity and merge into the wife. Instead, both the husband and wife merge into the Lord, which is truly oneness. Considering that the Lord is one with the Heavenly Father, merging into the Lord also means merging into the Father.

John 17:20-21 (New American Standard Bible)

20 I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; 

21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. 
While the traditional biblical marriage is legalistic in nature and under the law, the spiritual marriage is under grace. As the couple merge into the Lord, they begin to walk in grace – the full operational power of God. Grace is the explosive power that propels the married couple into the place where God wants them to be.

John 15:7 (New American Standard Bible)

If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
God wants marriages to be operating in a higher realm – the supernatural realm – where they only see Jesus.

Matthew 17:8 (New American Standard Bible)

And lifting up their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus Himself alone. 
When the world sees Jesus in marriages, they will believe that Jesus is the Son of God (John 17:21). 

God’s Plan to Fulfill Destiny
God has a wonderful plan for each married couple to fulfill destiny that flows out of His great love. His plan for the couple reflects the marriage between Christ and His bride, which is the body of Christ. His plan for each marriage is different from anything the couple could plan by themselves. Also, His plan is far better than anything the couple could imagine by themselves. Following God’s plan for each marriage will accomplish His eternal purposes and fulfill destiny for the married couple. The only way for God’s plan to be revealed to a married couple is for both of them to have strong personal relationships with the Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus as the Source of Life and Authority: Jesus is the way, the truth and the life (John 14:6). The rich young ruler was searching for life when life Himself, who is the person Jesus, stood before him. Jesus invited the young man to come follow Him into a glorious life (Mark 10:21). He extends the same invitation to each individual and to each married couple, as well. When a husband and wife make Jesus Christ their savior and the Lord of their lives and marriage, they have access to a glorious life and marriage. Jesus has all authority (Matthew 28:18), so the amount of authority the husband and wife walk in depends on their relationship with Jesus. Their relationship with Jesus also gives them access to the Heavenly Father and His Spirit. God becomes their Father and His Spirit becomes their guide.

The Father as the Source of Love: The Heavenly Father is love (1 John 4:8). The Father’s love is unconditional love, which means no one can do anything to earn His love or to diminish it. A description of the Father’s love is provided in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8. Briefly, the Father’s love

•
is patient and kind (verse 4);

•
is not jealous, arrogant, self-seeking or record-keeping (verse 4-5); and

•
believes, hopes, endures and prevails always (verse 6-8).

A married couple can love one another unconditionally only by receiving unconditional love from its source – the Heavenly Father – through a relationship with Him. The more quality time that the husband and wife spend with the Father, the more unconditional love they will receive to share with each other.

The Holy Spirit as the Guide to Destiny: God’s plan for destiny in each marriage is not written on paper or tablets of stone. Instead, the plan is revealed from heaven by the Holy Spirit (Luke 2:26; 1 Corinthians 2:10). The only way to understand God’s plan is by revelation of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is given to believers to reveal God’s plan for them. By developing a strong relationship with the Holy Spirit and learning to recognize His voice, each married couple can receive a revelation of God’s plan for the marriage. The Holy Spirit will show the couple things to come in the future (John 16:13) and lead them into the fullness of destiny for their individual lives and for their marriage.

Growing Together
When a husband and wife are first married, they are both immature. The immature husband lacks spiritual authority even though he may be destined to operate in much authority. Initially, he may make some decisions that do not appear prudent. There may be good reasons for a wife to be concerned about submitting to an immature husband. In order for the wife to have confidence in her husband’s decisions, she will need to see that he can consistently make good decisions. It takes a long period of time to build a track record of good decision making. There is a dynamic process by which the husband and wife grow from immaturity to maturity.

Spiritual Relationships Help Identify and Fulfill Destiny: God provides a safety mechanism to help young couples, particularly in the early years of their marriage. He intends to surround every young couple with people who are mature and wise to help them grow and mature. If the couple is under spiritual authority, the wife will be able to appeal to the person in spiritual authority for those decisions that her husband makes with which she does not agree.

No one can fulfill God’s destiny on his/her own. Everyone needs anointed ministers of God and mature believers in his/her life. Jesus Christ gave the five-fold ministry gifts – apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers – to mature and equip the saints so they can fulfill destiny (Ephesians 4:11-12). Developing relationships with five-fold ministers are very important for married couples. In particular, a spiritual father can impart life and spiritual gifts into a husband and wife so that they may be firmly established (Romans 1:11).

Prayer Helps Identify and Fulfill Destiny: It is possible for a young married couple to have a spiritual marriage from the beginning. In this case, prayer for the marriage partner would begin long before this person comes on the scene. Then the couple would begin to pray together earnestly and continually before and after the wedding. Earnest prayers make God’s supernatural power available to propel the couple into destiny (James 5:16). These early prayers will help set the course for a spiritual marriage.

Even if the marriage does not start off seeking God, it is never too late to begin a spiritual marriage. If a married couple starts off in a strictly carnal marriage, they can still turn it around. If carnality, selfishness and ignorance have resulted in deep wounds being inflicted in each other, healing will be needed in order for the couple to develop a spiritual marriage. Repentance for carnality, selfishness and ignorance followed by prayer for cleansing will bring healing for the birthing of a spiritual marriage.

2 Chronicles 7:14 (New American Standard Bible)

[If] My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
In any case, prayer is critical for setting an environment for a spiritual marriage.

In a spiritual marriage, the husband and wife cover each other with the armor of God as they pray for each other. They also strengthen each other through prayer. By praying together, a married couple can discover God’s plan for destiny as they hear God’s voice and know His heart. By choosing to follow the Lord’s plan for the marriage, they can actually fulfill destiny. Only prayer places the married couple in God’s perfect will for them to fulfill destiny.

Assessment of Spiritual Marriages
Those couples who actively pursue a spiritual marriage have strong relationships with the Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. They seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness before anything else, even their own interests (Matthew 6:33). They are motivated by the Father’s love in everything they do, live by the faith of the Son of God, and walk in the spirit by seeing the invisible. Both the husband and wife will appear as eagles. They will soar on wings as eagles (Isaiah 40:31). Eagles are symbolic of power, strength and freedom. Eagles generally have only one mate for life.

The husband and wife in a spiritual marriage esteem the other higher than himself/herself. They faithfully guard each other with prayers. They value the marriage relationship above all others and aggressively pursue fulfillment of their joint destinies. They help build up each other.

They have the tools (e.g. love, faith, wisdom, authority, and support) to fight against all the things that would come against their lives and marriage. By following God’s plan for their marriage, they have all of their needs met by Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19). 

Statistics show that 99% of these marriages continue without divorce. However, the one percent of couples who claim they have spiritual marriages and still divorce are surely deceived or lying. In reality, 100% of the true spiritual marriages are successful, because they are based on God’s unconditional love in which there is no failure (1 Corinthians 13:4-8).

Conclusions
Three distinct types of marriage were examined in this study. In practice, some of the components of the various types of marriage could be combined. For example, romance and affection considered in the crafted marriage could be successfully integrated in either the traditional biblical or spiritual marriage. Keeping with the original intent of the biblical marriage, rich biblical principles would be used in a spiritual marriage, but the principles would be applied in their true context as intended by the Lord and revealed by His Spirit. 

Worldly marriages generally involve some form of the crafted marriage, either good or bad. Typical Christian marriages mix components of the biblical and crafted marriage. Most modern marriages, between 95 and 99 percent of all marriages, fall in the two categories of crafted and traditional biblical marriages. Few marriages would be considered by God as spiritual marriages. However, spiritual marriage is God’s standard for all married couples. He intended the marital relationship to become a spiritual marriage. If His standard is never proclaimed or taught, married couples could ignorantly drift in any direction. Having read this message and being exposed to God’s standard for marriage, you know that God has a plan for marriage that is far superior to the marriages that exist in the world or even in the church. How will you use this information to improve your marriage?
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