 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1KINGDOM RENEWAL
It is one thing to make Jesus Christ your King, but it is another thing to keep Him as King on a current or daily basis. Now is the time to renew the kingdom or the kingship of Jesus Christ. This study will show you how to renew the kingship of Jesus Christ in your life. It will start by examining how the prophet Samuel led the nation of Israel to renew the kingdom. Israel’s renewal points how the importance of the energy of God in renewal. Therefore, the role of the energy of God is explored in the second section of this study. Finally, the study will examine how the concept of renewal can be applied in the lives of believers.

Israel’s Renewal of the Kingdom
The people of Israel asked for an earthly king, rejecting the Lord as their king (1 Samuel 8:4-7). Saul became the people’s choice for king, and he was anointed as king over Israel (1 Samuel 10:1). Then Saul was proclaimed to be king before all Israel (1 Samuel 10:24). Soon afterwards, a mighty army of the Ammonites came against a city in Israel (1 Samuel 11:1-11). The Ammonites wanted to conquer and humiliate the people of Israel. However, Saul stepped up to his kingship and gathered an army to defend Israel. Israel fought the Ammonites and emerged victorious (1 Samuel 11:11). After the battle, the prophet Samuel called for the nation of Israel to renew the kingdom.

1 Samuel 11:14 (New American Standard Bible)

Then Samuel said to the people, "Come and let us go to Gilgal and renew the kingdom there." 
It is significant that Samuel wanted the people to return to Gilgal to renew the kingdom. They had encountered the Lord at Gilgal. Samuel knew that Gilgal was a portal to heaven where they would be able to tap into heaven’s great power.

Background on Gilgal
When the nation of Israel first entered the promise land, they camped in Gilgal (Joshua 5:7-9). All the males who were born in the wilderness were circumcised there as being separated unto the Lord (verse 7). The Lord rolled away their reproach and named the place where they were camped Gilgal, which means wheel or rolling.

Joshua 5:9 (New American Standard Bible)

Then the LORD said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you." So the name of that place is called Gilgal to this day. 
Their reproach was rolled away because of their separation unto the Lord.

As Israel was still camped at Gilgal preparing for battle with Jericho, Joshua encountered a heavenly warrior with his sword drawn (Joshua 5:13-15). This warrior was none other than the Son of God, the Lord Christ, as He existed in eternity. Joshua took off his sandals and reverenced Him as Lord (verse 15). None of the angels could have received such reverence (see for example Revelation 19:10; 22:8-9). Joshua asked the Lord whether He would fight for Israel or Jericho in the battle. The Lord’s response indicated that He had come to fulfill heaven’s plan rather than support one side or the other.

Joshua 5:14-15 (New American Standard Bible)

14 He said, "No; rather I indeed come now as captain of the host of the LORD." And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and bowed down, and said to him, "What has my lord to say to his servant?" 

15 The captain of the LORD'S host said to Joshua, "Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy." And Joshua did so. 
As you pursue heaven’s plan in your life, heaven’s great power is available to bring it about.

Renewal in Gilgal
In Gilgal, the nation of Israel made Saul king before the Lord (1 Samuel 11:15). The phrase “before the Lord” is important, because it indicates that the kingship of Saul was brought in line with the Lord’s will. Thus renewing the kingdom means to bring things in line with the Lord’s will.

Samuel explained what the people would need to do in order to renew the kingdom. They must fear the Lord, serve Him and obey His voice (1 Samuel 12:14). Even though the people heard the instructions, there was no response until the energy of God was released before them. When the people experienced God through His energy, they were moved into action (1 Samuel 12:16-19). Samuel explained that they would see the Lord do something great (verse 16). Then he called on the Lord for thunder and rain (verses 17-18). When the Lord answered with thunder and rain the people feared and honored the Lord and Samuel, as well, because he had power with the Lord (verses 18-19). In this example, the releasing of God’s energy brought renewal to the people so that they feared the Lord and wanted to do His will.

There is another important truth about the Lord’s faithfulness revealed in this passage (1 Samuel 12:20-22). The people were unfaithful as shown by their rejecting the Lord as their king. However, the Lord remained faithful, bringing them back to His will. Both the Lord and His people were involved in renewing the kingdom.

Energy for Kingdom Renewal
It takes the energy of God to bring forth the kingdom of God. The world hoards up, but the Spirit freely gives (1 Corinthians 2:12). Freely you have received so freely give is a spiritual principle (Matthew 10:8). When a person’s life has been touched by the Lord then he freely gives of himself, his material possessions, and his praise. Peter and John had been touched by Jesus, so they freely gave what they had to the lame man at the gate of the temple (Acts 3:1-7). They had faith in the name of Jesus and they gave what they had to the lame man. The anointing which rested on the word of God within Peter and John sent a power surge through the lame man, and it moved him into action. It freed him, and it energized him. He went into the temple, leaping and praising God (Acts 3:8-10). 

Begin to move in the realm of power and energy. Energy is the power being activated. If the power is not activated, it is not useful. When the power is activated as energy, it will move things. When the anointed word of God is spoken, power and energy flow out unto the people, causing them to be changed from glory to glory. The word of God is good (1 Timothy 1:8; Hebrews 6:5). The goodness of the Lord leads to repentance (Romans 2:4). Even when correction comes forth under the anointing, repentance follows, because all His words are good.

The army of God, which is coming forth, is His workmanship (Ephesians 2:10). His army will be energized with the energy of the Holy Spirit. With His energy you can move ahead with full speed. Gird yourself and serve the Lord. Be not weary in well doing and do not faint, but renew your mind (Romans 12:2; Ephesians 4:23). Do not focus on times past, but focus on the new and bright dawn that is coming forth. Let the Lord’s light shine through you; let it radiate His everlasting love. Let your heart be full of love for it will energize you. As His love flows out of you, it will penetrate the hearts of others.

Application of Renewal
Renewal is aimed at the inner man (2 Corinthians 4:16). Only the inner man can be changed or renewed from glory to glory, so that your life becomes brighter and more like Jesus (2 Corinthians 3:18). Renewal is a spiritual process to be undertaken by believers on a daily basis. It involves strengthening the inner man (Ephesians 3:16). This section will examine the renewal process so that you can apply the concepts to your life.

The renewal process begins with a renewed commitment to a close relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Like Samuel instructed Israel, you should commit to fear the Lord, serve Him and obey His voice (1 Samuel 12:14). It is helpful to consider Paul’s commitment to Jesus Christ. He wrote that he considered everything else as waste except to know Jesus and be conformed to His image.

Philippians 3:10 (New American Standard Bible)

that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 
Once you have renewed your commitment to the Lord, the Holy Spirit will help you renew your inner man. Quite simply, your commitment should be that Christ is all and in all (Colossians 3:11).

The second step in the renewal process involves renewing the mind to the word of God. The mind is at first natural, but it can be renewed to the things of God (Romans 12:2).

Colossians 3:10 (New American Standard Bible)

and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him-- 
As you obtain more revelation knowledge of the word of God, your mind is renewed by the anointed word of God. Many people know the word of God inside and out with a head knowledge only, but their minds are still carnal. The carnal mind is not subject to the things of God (Romans 8:7). The word of God has to be discerned under the anointing of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:10-12). The mind is renewed by the Holy Spirit.

The renewal process is accomplished through the work of the Holy Spirit.

Titus 3:5 (New American Standard Bible)

He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 
The Holy Spirit is the person of the godhead who strengthens your inner man (Ephesians 3:16). Respect the Holy Spirit, and be sensitive to His work in your life. Request His work and guidance for your life.
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