 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATIONS IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD
The Lord is requiring more of us in order to walk in more authority and power. “...From everyone who has been given much, much will be required...” (Luke 12:48 New American Standard) As I have been asking the Lord how to bring our many relationships to a higher level, the Holy Spirit quickened some principles related to communications in the kingdom of God. These principles are evident in the communications between Jesus and his disciples in the ninth and tenth chapters of Luke.

This statement briefly describes the communication principles used by Jesus with his disciples and provides insights on how these principles can be applied to our relationships. As we apply these principles, our relationships will be further developed, and we can all move to a higher spiritual realm.

I. First Level of Kingdom Communications – Teaching Disciples to Obey
Many of the followers of Jesus were initially scattered in their thinking and allegiance. Some were more concerned about their families than following Jesus. Jesus made disciples of many of those who followed him, and he taught them to obey whatever he said for them to do. 

Luke 9:57-62 (New American Standard )

57 As they were going along the road, someone said to Him, "I will follow You wherever You go."

58 And Jesus said to him, "The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head."

59 And He said to another, " Follow Me." But he said, "Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father."

60 But He said to him, "Allow the dead to bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim everywhere the kingdom of God."

61 Another also said, "I will follow You, Lord; but first permit me to say good-bye to those at home."

62 But Jesus said to him, "No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God."
Jesus pointed these disciples towards the kingdom of God. He used principles or concepts of daily living. In essence these concepts instructed the disciples to put the kingdom of God above other things in their lives and to make the kingdom of God the central theme of the message that they would later proclaim.

These initial communications occurred during a period in which the disciples were being prepared for assignments to come. They were being prepared to help bring forth the kingdom of God in the region(s) to which Jesus would send them.

II. Second Level of Kingdom Communications – Focus on Assignments
After seventy followers had been discipled and equipped, Jesus gave them authority and power to heal sicknesses and commissioned them to go before him into various cities and proclaim the kingdom of God. 


Luke 10:8-9 (New American Standard)
8 "Whatever city you enter and they receive you, eat what is set before you;

9 and heal those in it who are sick, and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has come near to you.'

The seventy obeyed what Jesus commanded them to do, and therefore significant impacts were made in the region, as well as in individual lives. When the seventy returned from the assignment they were excited and joyful. They told Jesus about the many things that had been accomplished in his name and hence under his authority.

Luke 10:17 (New American Standard)

The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name."

Evidently, Jesus was also aware of the impact of this crusade, because he referred to the demise of satanic authority in the region.

Luke 10:18 (New American Standard )

And He said to them, "I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning. 

Just like these disciples, we are excited about what is being accomplished in the name of Jesus and through his authority. It seems as though many of our discussions have centered around what has been accomplished in our lives and in the ministries. This type of communication can be called assignment oriented communication. This level of communication could also include discussions of needs and problems in our lives and ministries. A problem that can arise from focusing on this level of communication is instability. As long as everything is going well in people’s lives and ministries, they tend to be excited and on an emotional high if their focus continues to be on their assignment or mission. If these people experience more problems such as lack of finances or sickness or ineffective ministry, they can have an emotional let down. Following the example of Jesus helps smooth out a life that could otherwise resemble a roller coaster.

It is significant to note that Jesus did not continue to dwell at this assignment-oriented level of communication for very long. He quickly refocused the disciples on other principles and expanded their authority and power, as described in the following section.

III. Third Level of Kingdom Communications – Refocusing on 

Concepts of the Kingdom of God
Although it was a glorious time for the disciples to reflect on what had been accomplished through their obedience to Jesus, he was ready for them to move on to something else. He refocused their attention on heavenly relationships and concepts. Furthermore, Jesus gave them expanded authority and power. If the disciples had continued to focus on the accomplishments and victories of the past, they would have missed what Jesus wanted to do with them in the future.

Luke 10:20 (New American Standard)
"Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven."

Jesus refocused their attention on heaven to bring them to a higher spiritual realm. He pointed out that the real source of their joy was heavenly relationships, being intimate with God. As an application of this concept, Jesus rejoiced himself as he considered his relationship with the Heavenly Father.
Luke 10:21-22 New American Standard
21 At that very time He rejoiced greatly in the Holy Spirit, and said, "I praise You, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants. Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight. 

22 "All things have been handed over to Me by My Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him."

Jesus referred to an intimate relationship between the Father and the Son. Although he did not explicitly mention the role of the Holy Spirit in this scripture, he did elaborate on the role of the Holy Spirit in other scriptures. Consequently, we now know that an incredibly close relationship among the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit has existed through eternity. Jesus revealed the plan of redemption that brings people into the relationship of love that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit have shared for eternity. Now, we have an opportunity to be involved in this great heavenly love relationship. Jesus invites us into a relationship with his Father and his love. The Father desires for us to be deeply immersed in his love for the rest of our lives. 

Are you filled with the love of Jesus to the same extent that you were when you first believed? Are you experiencing the abundance of God’s life that Jesus promised? An intimate relationship with God will fill you with God’s real life and rekindle love in your heart. The life of God is love, joy, peace and fulfillment. You can experience and enjoy God’s life and love every day of your life.

People who do not maintain an intimate relationship with God fall to the same temptations over and over again, pray the same unanswered prayers and go through life without ever hearing God’s voice. Even people in churches can get so involved in working for God that they neglect knowing him and thus miss out on his life and love. The church in Ephesus in the book of Revelation was directed to repent because they had abandoned their first love. Their diligent efforts to serve God could not make up for the fact that they had neglected his love which can only come through an intimate relationship with God. With an intimate relationship with God, you can know that you are loved without having to earn it.

Maintaining an Intimate Relationship with God
An intimate relationship with God can only be built through effective communication. The honest, open, and transparent exchange of thoughts, opinions and ideas is the basis for effective communication. Prayer, praise, and worship are some of the means by which you can let the Lord know about what is going on in your life, especially your thoughts, opinions, and ideas. Meditation on scriptures and being still so you can listen to God’s voice are ways to help you hear from him. Such two-way communication can be used to make yourself known and to know God. He cares when you are worried, or troubled, or afraid, so let him know what is in your heart.

Psalm 62:8 (New American Standard )
Trust in Him at all times, O people; Pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us. Selah.

As he wants you to disclose the depths of your heart, he assures you that as a refuge he will provide safety and security for you. Safety and security are critical for the free flow of information in a relationship.

Effective communication between you and God is the avenue through which God makes himself really known to you. While you can know about God through a lot of different sources, you must have a personal, intimate relationship with God to really know him.

John 17:3 (New American Standard)
"This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 

As you get to know God better, you will experience him operating in and through your life. You will be able to hear and recognize his voice. He will be able to guide you and to share his plans for you. Then it will be easier for you to trust, obey and follow him.

Effective Interpersonal Communications

While this section focuses on people sharing God’s life together, the basic principles can be applied to all relationships. The basic principles evident in effective communication with God can and should be used to improve interpersonal communications. Effective communication with each other should involve two-way expressions of thoughts, opinions and ideas. The highest level of interpersonal communications would be similar to the third level of kingdom communications described above and spiritual in nature. Such communications would flow out of intimate relationships with God and include such items as spiritual truths, revelation knowledge, visions, goals, future plans, desires and potential solutions to problems. Such communications should not be limited to past events, carnal or natural things, and/or problems. In other words, our conversations and written communications must move beyond assignment-focused or natural communications to the third level of communications so that the relationships can grow and mature. God takes notice of those conversations that focus on him and are spiritual in nature.

Malachi 3:16 (New American Standard)
Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, and the LORD gave attention and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the LORD and who esteem His name. 

Principle #1 - Communicate with Love:  In order to be able to operate in God’s love, each person must first experience God’s love through an intimate relationship with him. Then you will receive love to share with others.

John 13: 34 (New American Standard) 
"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 

Love should be the motivation for our communications with one another. Knowing that communications will be given and received in love sets an environment for the free exchange of thoughts, opinions and ideas. Within an environment of love, people can communicate honestly and openly.

1 Peter 4:8 (New American Standard) 
Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.

Principle #2: Provide Safety for Effective Communication:  A courtroom does not provide the environment needed for people to freely share everything in their hearts, because they can and will be held accountable for what they say. The judge and jury are listening for incriminating evidence which can and will be used against the people. An executioner might be summoned to carry out swift justice. Hence, people in a courtroom are cautious and guard what they say. In contrast to a courtroom situation, effective communication in interpersonal relationships requires a safe environment. We are forbidden to make ourselves judges.

Luke 6:37 (New American Standard) 
"Do not judge, and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned.

Giving reliable assurances that a person will not be judged, condemned or attacked physically or verbally for any information shared will help establish a safe environment for honest and open communication. 

People who communicate effectively do not use the information shared in conversations to try to change another person. Trying to change a person by judgment or condemnation is flagrant manipulation and control and cannot be a part of effective communications. God is the only one who can change a person’s heart. God changes hearts through the work of his Spirit who convicts, convinces and guides people. Although we cannot change people, we can set an environment that is conducive to change. Both speaking the word of God and praying can positively change the environment. An environment in which the Holy Spirit is free to operate is one in which people are changed, leading to growth and maturity. Recognizing that information being shared will not be used to try to change people helps establish a safe environment.

Another form of safety is to keep things confidential. If information is shared with you in confidence, keep it confidential. The lifestyle you maintain on a day-to-day basis will show people whether you can be trusted with confidential information. Live your life so that people will know that you can be trusted.

Principle #3: Communicate Effectively to Fulfill Purpose:  Natural relationships, as well as spiritual relationships, have special value. People seek and often find fulfillment and enjoyment in relationships. Many relationships have both natural components and spiritual components. It would be helpful for you to identify the various relationships in which you are involved and to identify your roles in these relationships. Your roles might change from being a child in one relationship to being a spouse in another relationship and a parent in another relationship. Once you have identified a relationship and your role in it, you should consider the purpose of the relationship. Use communication as a tool to help fulfill the purpose of the relationship.

Following Jesus’ example can help clarify your role in some relationships.

Mark 9:35 (New American Standard) 
Sitting down, He called the twelve and said to them, "If anyone wants to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all."

Although Jesus did not say in this scripture that being servant of all is mandatory, it is the best role you can possibly have in any relationship. Elsewhere in the word of God, we are admonished to serve one another through love (Galatians 5:13). If you want to be first, top or best and you want your relationships to be the best, be the servant of all. Choosing to be a servant will ensure that your relationships will be the best that you can possibly make them.
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