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Pride - the Opposite of Humility
Before considering what humility is, it may be helpful to consider what it is not. Humility and pride are opposites, so everything that is in pride is not in humility. A person who is selfish and self-centered is proud. Such pride will lead to destruction (Proverbs 16:18). Pride is one of the seven things that the Lord hates (Proverbs 6:16, 17). The Lord resists those who are proud (James 4:6).

Pride causes people to think they have a better way of doing things than others. Therefore, they get frustrated when things are not done their way. People get addicted to drugs, alcohol, tobacco, etc. for purposes of self gratification. Since such addictions reflect a self-centered attitude, they are another manifestation of pride. People who fall back into drugs and alcohol after being free for a while fail because of pride. People who stay depressed about the turmoil in their lives are self-centered and prideful. People who put themselves down may express false humility when they are really prideful. The best way to guard against pride is to understand its opposite - humility.

Humility
True humility is submitting to the Father of Love. You submit to the Father’s love and you keep your heart pure. The Father pours out His love into your heart through the Holy Spirit, whom He has given you (Romans 5:5). The Holy Spirit will speak the truth about you, and convict you of any unrighteousness. The Holy Spirit will shine light on things as you humble yourself and receive His grace. Christ will be manifested in you through the work of the Holy Spirit in your life.

Humility is an attitude about God rather than an attitude about you. Humility recognizes your dependence on God. It takes God’s perspectives and adopts God’s ways. You are changed into the image of God’s Son as you look at Jesus, not by looking at you and your faults, even when you are trying to correct your faults.

If you ever acted on what you thought the Lord wanted you to do and it still failed, you may not have humbled yourself first. Without humbling yourself, you would not receive the grace needed to act effectively. You must humble yourself every day and in every situation in order to receive the grace needed for that day and that situation.

Humble people are in a position to receive from the Lord. The Lord gives grace to the humble (James 4:6). If you humble yourself, Christ in you will be exalted.

Why is humility important?
· Humility is a godly character trait (Isaiah 57:15). Be diligent to add godly character to your faith (2 Peter 1:5-7). Spiritual maturity involves developing godly character traits. As you mature spiritually, you will find yourself submitting to God’s will in every situation, which is humility.

· Humility believes what the word of God says and receives the promises of God (Romans 12:3; Matthew 5:3). A humble person thinks neither too high not too low of himself, but he rightly accepts what the word of God says about him. You will find that the word of God says that you are healed, delivered, set free, prosperous, victorious, etc. If you have a humble attitude, you will believe these promises regardless of what circumstances show at the present time. Circumstances are temporary and subject to change, particularly if you believe and act on the word of God.

· Humility is required to experience the grace of God (James 4:6-7). A humble person recognizes the need for God and His grace in every situation. Grace is the operational power of the Holy Spirit operating in your life. Without His grace, you can do nothing (John 15:5).

· You cannot love God or others without humility (1 Corinthians 13:4). Love is never proud, but it is always humble. Proud people may say they love God, but their heart is far from Him (Matthew 15:8).

· You are to follow Jesus’ example of humility (Matthew 11:29). Jesus described Himself as a humble person. Even though Jesus was equal to God, he humbled Himself in obedience to death on the cross (Philippians 2:5-11). This ultimate example of humility is to be imitated by all believers.

How can you practice humility?

· Embrace the cross daily (Luke 9:23). Take up your cross daily. Pursue your purpose and the will of the Father for your life.

· Submit to God and His authority (James 4:6-7; and Romans 13:1). Jesus has all authority, and He delegates it to those whom he chooses. Hence, no one has authority other than delegated authority. Out of God’s love comes great authority.

· Routinely confess your sins to God (1 John 1:9). As soon as the Holy Spirit tugs at your heart about an issue, humble yourself and respond in accordance with the word of God.

· Acknowledge your sins to others (James 5:16). As your heart is pure before the Lord, you will be the righteous person whose prayers bring forth much power after humbling yourself.

· Choose to serve others.(Galatians 5:13). It takes humility to be a servant. Servanthood is birthed out of a humble heart.

· Take wrongs patiently (1 Peter 3:8-9). The love of God is patient and does not account for wrongs.

· Cultivate a grateful heart (1 Thessalonians 5:18). A grateful heart is a humble heart. It recognizes that every good and perfect gift comes from God (James 1:17).
Grace - the Result of Humility
Grace is the operational power of the Holy Spirit. It is the power of God perfected in you. Grace is the vehicle God uses to make you all sufficient for kingdom work.

You need grace to do what God has called you to do. You can call on His grace. When you receive salvation, you receive the richness of His grace. It is grace that will move you forward and take you through any situation. His grace causes you to move through life and every situation as if you were floating effortlessly. You are elevated by His love, but you are propelled by grace. Grace brings you to a higher level in God.
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