 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1God’s Plan for Your Life
God has a plan for you that will yield peace, prosperity and success, as long as you follow it.

Jeremiah 29:11 (New American Standard Bible)

For I know the plans that I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.
God’s plan is well suited for the future, because He knows everything (Psalm 147:5; Isaiah 46:9-10). While man does not know the future with certainty, God knows the future and plans accordingly.

Characteristics of God’s Plan
Distinctive: God’s plan is different from man’s plans, because His thoughts are higher than man’s (Isaiah 55:9). The word of God shows the difference between God’s plan and man’s plans. When the Israelites entered into the Promise Land, two great armies were planning to engage in battle (Joshua 5:13-14). The Israelites were preparing to attack Jericho and its army. Joshua, who was the leader of the Israelites, encountered a heavenly warrior (verse 13). Joshua wanted to know on which side the warrior would be fighting. Was the warrior for the Israelites or their enemies? The warrior responded that he was for neither the Israelites nor their enemies (verse 14). He was the commander of the Lord’s army and stood only for God’s plan, not man’s plan. All of heaven’s forces and resources are available to carry out God’s plan. More specifically, heaven will provide anything needed to fulfill God’s plan for your life.

Superior: God’s plan is superior to man’s plan. Only God’s plan would prevail in the conflict between the armies of the Israelites and Jericho. Since God is love, His plans are formed out of love, and love never fails (1 Corinthians 13:8). Man’s plans can fail, but God’s plans will never fail.

Acts 5:38-39 (New American Standard Bible)

38 "So in the present case, I say to you, stay away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or action is of men, it will be overthrown; 

39 but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them; or else you may even be found fighting against God." 
Access through Jesus Christ
A personal relationship with Jesus Christ gives you the right to access God’s plan for your life.

John 14:6 (New American Standard Bible)

Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me. 
Without Jesus, you cannot come to the Father or access His plan. Making Jesus your Savior and Lord gives you access to everything heaven has for you, including God’s plan for your life. Without Jesus, your own plans will be frustrated, because you can do nothing apart from Him (John 15:5). However, you can do all things through Him (Philippians 4:13).

Revealed by the Holy Spirit
You can understand God’s plan for your life and effectively operate in it. His plan for your life is revealed by the Holy Spirit. The Apostle Paul explains how to understand God’s plan (1 Corinthians 2:6-10). These instructions are designated for mature believers, those who are prepared to follow God’s plan through a strong personal relationship with Jesus Christ (verse 6). Worldly people cannot understand God’s plan, because it is spiritually discerned. Had the world understood God’s plan, the rulers of the world would have never crucified Jesus (verse 8), because He is the author of the plan of God (Hebrews 5:9; 12:2). The carnal or natural mind could not comprehend God’s plan (verse 9). However, God’s plan is revealed to believers by the Holy Spirit, who searches the deep things of God (verse 10). You can understand God’s plan for your life if you become sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit. Developing a strong relationship with the Holy Spirit and learning to hear His voice will help you become more sensitive to His guidance.

Obedience to God’s Plan
Obedience to God’s plan is the highest form of obedience. A rich young ruler wanted to know God’s ways so he asked Jesus how he could receive eternal life (Mark 10:17-22). He explained to Jesus that he had kept the ten commandments of God from his youth. Keeping these basic commandments did not ensure that he would be able to fulfill God’s plan for his life. Jesus showed the young man God’s plan for his life. He was to sell all that he had, distribute to the poor and follow Jesus. However, the young man rejected God’s plan and went away sorrowful. Just obeying the basic commandments of God does not ensure fulfillment of God’s plan and a successful life.

Conclusions
God has a wonderful plan for your life that reflects His great love for you. His plan is completely different from your own plan and far better than your own plan. His plan will be successful to accomplish His purposes as long as you follow it. The only way to access God’s plan for your life is through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. The only way to understand God’s plan is by revelation of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is given to you to reveal God’s plan for you. Develop a strong relationship with the Holy Spirit, and learn to recognize His voice. He will show you things to come in the future (John 16:13) and lead you into the fullness of God’s plan for your life. Obedience to God’s plan will yield peace, prosperity and success.
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