Experiencing God
The word of God is being proclaimed as never before in church services, radio, television and the Internet, not to mention an endless supply of books, teaching tapes and CDs about God and Christian living. These messages should be increasing faith in believers at an unprecedented rate, because faith comes from hearing the word of God (Romans 14:17). Considering the large number of anointed messages being proclaimed, why are there not more believers with great faith in the land today? The answer to this question relates to the fact that many people are not really experiencing God today, so they are vacillating in their faith. The faith of believers may increase as a result of preaching, but later many are finding that their faith has decreased so that they are unable to effectively stand when faced with adversity. However, faith will stand firm in real experiences with God. This paper examines how people can really experience God.

Even though faith comes from hearing the word of God, faith can be diminished by doubting, believing a lie, allowing the devil to steal the word of God, and not acting on the word of God. James wrote that a person deceives himself if he hears the word of God but does not act on it (James 1:22-25). Since faith can go away almost as easy as it comes, it is important to know what will cause faith to abide with you. Faith abides and stands in your supernatural experiences with God. Paul wrote “my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:4-5 KJV). Experiencing God’s power will cause your faith to stand, regardless of the circumstances you face.

Reality Versus Images
You must experience God for yourself. Learning about God without experiencing him is not satisfying. It would be like a young man viewing a photograph of a bride rather than marrying his sweetheart. The photograph is only an image of the real thing. There is no life exchanged in viewing a photograph, but life is at the center of a real marriage relationship. Likewise, life can be expected to flow in a relationship between God and a believer. A minister’s description of the Lord Jesus Christ may prompt a beautiful image in your mind. However, an image is not reality. You will never be filled up from just learning about him, because it only produces an image of him. On the other hand, a true experience with God will impact and change your life to such a great extent that you will never be the same. You will want to glorify God and to thank him for the experience. You will always be able to remember your true experiences with God, such as being born again, filled with the Spirit of God, healed, delivered and immersed in his glory.

Jesus is the express image of the Father (Hebrews 1:3). He is not an inanimate image such as a photograph. Jesus Christ is reality. He is the way, the truth and the life (John 14:6). He is our connection to the real world of the supernatural. No one can know the heavenly Father except through his son, Jesus Christ (Matthew 11:27; Luke 10:22).

God’s Word Versus Man’s Beliefs
In the church today, there are two extreme, but incorrect, perspectives on experiencing God. One perspective is too limited and the other too broad, including many natural or carnal occurrences that are not true experiences with God. First, many deny the possibility of a supernatural experience today. People supporting this perspective may admit that God performed miracles in the past but claim that he is not operating in the same way today. In other words, the proponents of this view claim that supernatural experiences have all passed away. The second extreme perspective focuses on natural events in church services such as songs, preaching or testimonies that stir only the soulish realm without touching the spirit of man, claiming that these produce experiences with God. A good performance can stir the soul, but without the anointing there would be no lasting impact. For example, a sermon on the fires of hell could make a person fearful without really changing his life. A fast song might get the people moving even without unction of the Holy Spirit. Also, turning around rapidly several times until fainting would not be a real supernatural experience with God even if it looked like one. 

The biblical response to the first incorrect perspective refers to the unchanging nature of God. God never changes (Psalm 15:4). Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8). God is still doing today whatever he did in the past. He is saving, healing, delivering and changing the lives of people today. The biblical response to the second incorrect perspective refers to the spiritual nature of God. God is a spirit (John 4:24). As a spirit being, God operates in the spiritual realm and through the spirit of man. As the Spirit of God moves through the spirit of man, the results may be seen in the soul, the body and/or the finances. However, God does not begin his work in the carnal realm, because the carnal mind is hostile to God (Romans 8:7). However, a spiritual mind renewed by the word of God and the Spirit of God can expect a true experience with God.

Biblical Applications of Experiencing God
The book of Romans gives useful instructions on experiencing God. As you continue to operate in faith in the midst of difficult situations, your patience will be perfected and God will move on your behalf, which is an experience with God. Paul wrote “we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation works patience; and patience, experience; and experience, hope (Romans 5:4-5). Patience will keep your faith effective so you will experience God’s help. By experiencing God in one situation, you will have hope for his help in the next difficult situation that you face. As you have experienced God’s help in past situations, your faith can stand firmly on these supernatural experiences with God, being certain that he will help you face new situations. As you form a strong personal relationship with God, you will become increasing aware of his ever abiding presence in your life, knowing that he will never leave you or forsake you (Hebrews 13:5).

People who do not glorify God and give him thanks become confused in their thinking (Romans 1:21). In their confusion, they can not sort out experiences with God from other things. They could not know whether he visited them. They might discard true experiences with God and cling to other things as experiences with God. In contrast to these confused people, you should glorify God and give him thanks just for his presence with you. In addition, you should glorify him and give him thanks for everything he does for you. The very act of glorifying him and being thankful will help keep your mind clear and your heart sensitive to his visitations. In other words, you will know when you encounter him and when he does something specifically for you.

The story about ten lepers who asked Jesus for mercy provides insight on supernatural experiences (Luke 17: 11-19). All ten asked for mercy, and all ten received mercy for everyone who asks receives (Matthew 7:8). They were cleansed and healed. Only one returned to Jesus to glorify God and give thanks for his healing. The Samaritan fell at the feet of Jesus and worshiped him. Jesus said his faith had made him well. The other nine did not return to glorify God and give thanks for their healing. The reaction Jesus gave to their failure to return and glorify God indicates the seriousness of missing a visitation of God. Just as Romans 1:21 states, they became dark in their heart and mind. They became confused over their healing after they refused to glorify God. Only the one who turned back to give God glory knew he had truly experienced God.

Personal Applications of Experiencing God
Experiencing God Through a Variety of Ways
It is possible to experience God in a wide variety of ways. Your first, and most important, experience with God is to be born again by the Spirit of God. Jesus said you must be born again (John 3:7). Only by this new birth will you be able to enter the kingdom of God and see the things in the kingdom of God, which include experiencing God (John 3:3-5). A person who tries to enter the supernatural realm of the kingdom of God without being born again is called a thief and a robber (John 10:7-8). Persons outside the kingdom of God can only ask for the mercy of God (Luke 18:13). Jesus came to call sinners to repentance, which is a change of thinking and direction, so that God can be merciful to them (Matthew 9:13). It is only through God’s mercy and grace that sinners are brought into the kingdom of God so they can receive the fullness of the blessings of God.

Once you are born again, the doors and windows of heaven are truly open to you. God is good; in fact, no one is good but God alone (Mark 10:18). Every good thing given is from above and comes down from God (James 1:17). God will withhold no good thing from you (Psalm 84:11).

When you are born again, you have a measure of the Holy Spirit abiding in you (1 John 2:20,27). However, you can be filled to overflowing with the Holy Spirit after being born again. Being filled with the Holy Spirit is not optional; we are commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). Being filled with the Holy Spirit is critical, because the Holy Spirit takes the things that belong to Jesus and shows them unto us (John 16:13-15). The Holy Spirit will reveal the supernatural realm to us. As our spirit becomes sensitive to the Holy Spirit we will recognize his guidance and instruction, which are experiences with God.

Although it would be impossible to describe all the possible ways that a person might experience God, it may be helpful to provide some examples. The operation of the gifts of the Spirit, which are listed in the twelfth chapter of First Corinthians (verses 4-11), would be a manifestation of the Holy Spirit and hence connected to experiencing God. The manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good (1 Corinthians 12:7). When the Holy Spirit moves on a person to give a word of knowledge, wisdom or prophecy and he recognizes this word as a manifestation of the Spirit, that person has experienced God. If another person has a witness in his spirit that this is a true manifestation of the Spirit, then this second person has also experienced God. Both the person giving the word and the person receiving the word should glorify God and give him thanks for the manifestation of the Spirit. If the second person does not have a witness in his spirit that this is a true manifestation of the Spirit, then he would conclude that he has not experienced God. Even a word of the Spirit might be considered as just a natural word until it is quickened and made alive to a person receiving the word by the Holy Spirit. A person with a carnal mind (not renewed by the word of God) might miss the moving and ministering of the Holy Spirit. His conclusion would be that he had not experienced God in this instance. He could be so insensitive to the Holy Spirit that he missed what God is doing. You have to train your senses to be sensitive to the supernatural realm (Hebrews 5:14). Otherwise, God will speak and you will think it only thundered (John 12:28-30). It is helpful to train your senses to the supernatural realm by being with believers who operate in the gifts of the Spirit. If you have never been exposed to the gifts of the Spirit, how will you know the real thing when it happens?

The most important way for you to experience God is to make your relationship with him your top priority and set aside time to communicate with him. You are to seek the King, his kingdom and your position in his kingdom first (Matthew 6:33). Build a strong relationship with him through prayer, praise, thanksgiving, worship, etc. Remember that communication is a two-way street. Give him time to speak to you, and always be sensitive to his voice and his leading. Lay aside everything that would hinder your relationship with God, and keep focused on Jesus (Hebrews 12:1-2). As you draw near to God, he will draw near to you (James 4:8). Experiencing God can become your way of life.

Spiritual Experiences Versus Natural Experiences
Natural experiences do not build up a person’s faith. A person may be financially successful in the natural without seeing any connection to God. His faith in God cannot stand on these natural experiences. Alternatively, a person may have experienced difficult situations such as poverty, sickness or a broken heart. Focusing on these difficult situations rather than the word of God and his life would hinder faith. If he tried to base his faith solely on these natural experiences, his faith would fail.

Supernatural experiences with God encourage you to hope for more such experiences. By experiencing God, your faith would be strengthened, because it is the substance of things for which you hope (Hebrews 11:1). If God has helped you to cross the raging waters without the waters overflowing you, you can trust him again believing that he will help you cross over the waters even when they rise higher. If God has helped you go through the fire so that you were not burned, you can trust him again believing that he will help you go through other fires that are even hotter.

Even if you have not had an experience with God before, you can still build up your faith on the word of God. You will be able to face any situation with confidence when you find his promises for that situation. Just believing the word of God makes you victorious. Even if nobody around you has ever been healed by God, you can be healed by him if you believe his promises on healing. Even if you have never known anyone with a broken heart who has been healed by God, your broken heart can be healed if you believe his promises. If you have never experienced God but you believe his word, then you are a candidate to have the first of many supernatural experiences with God.

Instructions for Ministers and Leaders
Ministers and leaders must experience God themselves and guide others in experiencing God. It is imperative that God’s people be taught how to hear God’s voice. Otherwise, they will be a spiritual cripple, always depending on someone else to hear God for them. They will continually be seeking a word from God and then seeking confirmation after confirmation on any word from God.

The Great Commission in Matthew 28 (verses 18-20) should provide the marching orders for the ministers and leaders of the church. Jesus said that he had all authority in heaven and earth, which means that he is King of heaven and King of earth (Matthew 28:18). He sent his followers to make disciples of all nations, teaching them to obey the King (Matthew 28:19-20). How can they obey the King without hearing his voice?

Just teaching people about God is like giving them a fish every time they come together in a church service. But teaching them to hear God’s voice is like teaching them to fish on their own. If the people are only fed fish they will continue to be hungry and return to be fed over and over again. If they learn to hear his voice, they will be able to eat fish on their own for the rest of their lives. By hearing his voice, they will be able to obey the King.

The institutional church has seriously perverted the Great Commission. Instead of teaching God’s people to obey the King, they basically teach them about God. Teaching people about God is an endless process, because they will never be filled. Many will come to church service after church service to hear more about God. The tragedy of this perversion lies in the fact that the people remain spiritual cripples and cannot fulfill their purpose and destiny.

Teach people to hear God’s voice, and they will become sensitive to the supernatural realm. Then they will know when the Holy Spirit is moving and ministering to the people. Through practice they will have their senses trained to distinguish the difference between good and evil (Hebrews 5:14). Their spirits and minds will remain clear and alert so that they will be able to discern a true experience with God.
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