 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Out of Lack and Into Abundance
Do you approach life and ministry from a perspective of lack or abundance?  The attitude of a person who operates out of abundance reflects a giving heart on a daily basis.  A person with an attitude of lack tends to hoard things and is always hoping to be given something.  A person can have an attitude of lack whether he/she lives on the streets or in a mansion.  Abundance is a lifestyle, and lack is a lifestyle.  Jesus came to give us abundance.

John 10:10 (New American Standard Bible) The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
The objective of this paper is to explain how you can live a life of abundance.  Loving, giving and living free are three important concepts fostering abundance.  The material in the paper is organized according to these three concepts.

Two Contrasting Lifestyles
Before people are born again by the Holy Spirit, they are ruled by the god of this world who blinds their minds to God’s abundance (2 Corinthians 4:4).  They naturally tend to take care of themselves and their own first.  They may hoard until they have an excess to give anything to others.  Their gifts to others often benefit themselves (e.g. tax credits).

After people are born again by the Holy Spirit, they are in a position to move out of lack and into abundance in every area of their lives.  Those whose shepherd is the Lord will not lack (Psalm 23:1).  Those who fear and seek the Lord will not lack any good thing (Psalm 34:9-10).  These passages and many others show that certain conditions have to be met in order for people to be brought out of lack.  In particular, they have to fear and seek the Lord and be led by the Lord as a shepherd leads his/her sheep.  Although we are accustomed to the ways of this world, these are very different from the ways of the Lord.  We all have to be taught the Lord’s ways so that we can be brought out of lack and into abundance.

The passage in Matthew 14:15-17 presents two distinct attitudes - one of lack and the other of abundance.  After Jesus healed the sick, the disciples wanted to send the multitude away so they could buy food for themselves.  This statement reflects the disciples’ attitude of lack.  Jesus told his disciples that the multitude did not need to depart, but directed the disciples to feed them.  Jesus’ statement reflects his attitude of abundance.  The multitude had come to Jesus, the Abundant One, so why send them away to something less?  Nonetheless, the disciples continued to express an attitude of lack as they looked at the natural resources which were available to them.  They found only five loaves of bread and two fish, which they reasoned would not be enough to feed the multitude.  While the disciples were considering their resources, they failed to consider the Abundant One, who was with them.  Jesus blessed the loaves and fish, broke the food into pieces and gave the food to the disciples to distribute to the multitude.  Five thousand men with women and children were abundantly fed, and still enough food remained to fill twelve baskets.  Jesus’ attitude of abundance prevailed over the doubt and unbelief of his disciples.

Love versus Envy & Rivalry

God’s abundance cannot be separated from his love, for God is love (1 John 4:8).  All of our thoughts and actions are to be controlled by love (2 Corinthians 5:14).  If we stay immersed in his love and his love flows out of us, we will walk in abundance.  We can walk in the abundance expressed by the following verse, as we recognize that Jesus is love and his words are love.

John 15:7 (New American Standard Bible) If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.

When all things you desire are available to you, you are certainly walking in abundance.

Love is clearly described by Paul in the following passage.

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (New International Version).  4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

The attributes described in the ‘love is not’ section reflect a competitive attitude.  In other words, people who are self-seeking, envious, easily angered and delighted by others experiencing evil are competitive in nature.  This competitive behavior cannot be a part of God’s love.  Competitive behavior blocks God’s abundance.

People who operate out of an attitude of lack are self-centered rather than Christ-centered.  They are competitive and tend to make decisions based on temporal or worldly perspectives rather than godly principles and the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Paul identified two distinct motivations for preaching Christ.  Some were motivated by envy and rivalry, while others were motivated by love (Philippians 1:15-16 New International Version).  Those who preached Christ out of envy and rivalry reflected attitudes of selfishness and lack.  These considered themselves to be competing with Paul, thinking that the worse it went for him, including imprisonment, the better it would be for them.  They thought that with Paul in prison and out of their way, their ministries would flourish.  Their thinking was wrong, because we are laborers together with God in his work (1 Corinthians 3:9).  A competitive attitude is prevalent in modern churches.  Ministries use excessive resources and efforts to attract and maintain a larger share of the existing pool of local Christians rather than to increase the number of Christians by reaching out to a world that is perishing.  Such efforts to develop larger and larger ministries may appear to be successful according to worldly standards, but these methods frequently are inconsistent with Jesus’ Great Commission of making disciples of all the nations (Matthew 28:18-20).

In contrast to these competitive ministers, the ministers Paul identified as being motivated by love were characterized as being sincere and having a pure heart.  Love is unselfish, sacrificing ones own interests for the sake of others.  Greater love has no one than to lay down his life for his friends (John 15:13).  Those who are motivated by God’s love are willing to give everything for the benefit of others, which reflects an attitude of abundance.

Giving versus Selfishness & Hoarding
A giving heart is crucial to establish and maintain abundance.

Luke 6:38 (New American Standard Bible) "Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure--pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return." 
From God’s perspective, people who operate out of an attitude of lack are confused and therefore make unreasonable and illogical decisions.

James 3:16 (Amplified Bible) For wherever there is jealousy (envy) and contention (rivalry and selfish ambition), there will also be confusion (unrest, disharmony, rebellion) and all sorts of evil and vile practices.

They tend to hoard up and build bigger barns or cathedrals rather than give to others.  Jesus taught about a rich man with such a large harvest that his barns could not hold all of it (Luke 12:16-21).  He decided to tear down his old barns and build bigger ones in which to store his harvest.  However, God asked him who would get his goods after his soul was required of him?  He was rich according to worldly standards but not rich according to God’s standard.  His decision to hoard wealth was not pleasing to God.  Hoarding is prevalent in modern churches.  Many churches have savings for ‘rainy days’ and building funds for bigger cathedrals and gymnasiums.  How many souls could be saved if all of these funds were released to spread the good news about the kingdom of God and to help reach those who are perishing?

Freedom versus Deception & Bondage
The truth, which is revealed through the word of God, will set you free to experience abundance (John 8:32).  The human mind has to be renewed by the word of God in order to be transformed into the mind of Christ.  The mind of Christ reflects an attitude of abundance, not an attitude of lack.  As a man thinks, so is he (Proverbs 23:7).  If abundance is established in your thinking, then you will walk in abundance.

Carnal or natural people will try to limit your abundance in the kingdom of God.  They are not entering into the abundance of the kingdom themselves, so they do not want others to enter into it (Matthew 23:13).  Whatever keeps you from being everything that God intends for you to be is a hindrance to you.  One of the greatest hindrances is the religious system which fights against the kingdom of God.  Legalism holds people in a position of lack.

People who believe things that are contrary to the word of God are deceived and fall short of God’s abundance.  They can love Jesus and still be deceived, because they are not interpreting the truth of the word of God correctly.  Many Christians believe doctrines that are a mixture of the truth and the traditions of men.  But any godly concepts tainted by the traditions of men are in error and cause people to be deceived.  Deception hinders people’s faith and their ability to effectively function in the realm of abundance.

The teachings of Jesus can be used to help distinguish between those who speak the truth and those who teach false doctrines.

John 7:18 (New International Version)

He who speaks on his own does so to gain honor for himself, but he who works for the honor of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false about him.

Those who seek their own honor and recognition are deceived, and hence their doctrine is false.  Those who seek their own honor and recognition are self-centered rather than Christ-centered.  Those who seek the honor and recognition of the one who sent them are true and there is no unrighteousness, falsehood or deception in them.  Those who are Christ-centered and believe the truth will operate in abundance rather than lack.

The scriptures explain how a person can fall from abundance.  John the Baptist touched abundance when he embraced Jesus.  When John saw Jesus, he proclaimed "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29 New American Standard Bible)  However, John was later imprisoned and then he questioned whether Jesus was really the one for whom he had been looking.  John sent some of his disciples to ask Jesus about who he really was.  Although their inquiry was raised out of an attitude of lack, Jesus responded out of an attitude of abundance.

Luke 7:22-23 (New American Standard Bible) 

22 And He answered and said to them, "Go and report to John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have the gospel preached to them.
23 "Blessed is he who does not take offense at Me."
Those who are offended at Jesus because of persecution or other things that occur as a result of following him will stumble and fall in their walk of abundance.  You must guard against taking an offense related to Jesus and his kingdom.

Concluding Comments
Do you have an attitude of lack in any area of your life, whether finances, health, emotions, relationships or something else?  Any area of lack may indicate that part of your life has not been completely turned over to Jesus.  You may still be holding on to something that you think you can handle without Jesus.  Those areas in which you are still trying to control rather than to trust God will experience lack.  Where Jesus rules you will find abundance, because he is the Abundant One.
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