What is Truth?
When Jesus was on trial before Pilate, he was asked a critical question: What is truth? Read John 18:28-40. However, Pilate did not wait around for an answer from Jesus. Otherwise, we could simply read the description of truth that Jesus would give him. Instead, we have to study the word of God to determine the answer to this question.

Let God be true and all men liars (Romans 3:4). God’s thoughts are true and all thoughts that are inconsistent with his thoughts are lies. No one has seen God’s thoughts at any time. However, God’s words and actions are expressions of his thoughts and therefore expressions of the truth. For example, God thought about creation and then he spoke creation into existence with his words (Genesis 1). God’s thoughts which are true are the source of God’s words which are also true. Jesus is the word of God made flesh (John 1:14), and therefore Jesus is the truth (John 14:6). We can know the truth by having a personal relationship with Jesus and by studying the word of God.

Even though the word of God is the truth, it is not enough for you to just memorize and quote scriptures. The ability to quote scriptures is based simply on rote memorization, which is the lowest form of critical thinking. You can memorize scriptures and not fully understand them or apply them correctly to your situation. On the other hand, it is very important to know how God thinks. You can find out how he thinks by studying his words and actions as described in the word of God. You should be able to critically evaluate a situation even when you do not know the best scripture for it. Knowing how God thinks, you can solve any problem, using a higher form of critical thinking than rote memorization. If you know how he thinks, you will know how he wants you to handle any situation. 
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