 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Now You Are a Son of God
The Heavenly Father demonstrates His great love by adopting children into His family. The number of His children is like the number of stars in the heavens which are too numerous to be counted. When the prodigal returned to be a son, his father bestowed upon him items of nobility (Luke 15:11-24):

· righteousness – best robe [of righteousness] (verse 22)

· authority – ring (verse 22)

· purpose – shoes [to go forward] (verse 22)

· joy – eat the fatted calf and make merry (verse 23)

The son who was dead is alive again (verse 25). This is a beautiful illustration of what the Heavenly Father does when a person comes to himself/herself and is born again. The nobility that the Father bestows upon His children includes right standing with the Lord, position and authority, purpose and the strength of the Lord which comes from joy.

Everyone who believes Jesus and accepts him becomes a child in the family of God (John 1:12). You become a child here and now (1 John 3:1-2) without having to wait until you get to heaven. The Greek word (teknon) used for child in John 1:12 and 1 John 3-12 refers to an immature son. A 12-year old boy in a family is a son even though he is still immature. Likewise, a child who has recently been adopted into the family of God is a son even though he is immature.

The Heavenly Father has a process whereby young, immature sons mature into responsible sons with great authority. The Father loves His sons, and therefore He nurtures, instructs and trains them as sons (Ephesians 6:4). He disciples the sons He loves (Hebrews 12:7-8). The Greek word for son (huios) in these verses indicates a mature son. Discipline is not punishment, sickness or disease. Instead, discipline brings a renewal of the mind so that the thought processes are more like those of the Heavenly Father. The carnal mind is renewed with the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16). Discipline may seem uncomfortable or even harsh at times, but the carnal mind or natural way of thinking must be changed for sons to mature. 

The Holy Spirit and spiritual fathers are crucial in the process of maturing sons. Developing a strong relationship with the Holy Spirit helps a son hear and recognize His voice. Hence, the son becomes more sensitive to spiritual things, which is a sign of maturity.

Romans 8:14 (New American Standard Bible)

For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 
Only mature sons consistently follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Spiritual fathers help nurture and train sons. As a spiritual father, Paul labored in prayer for those he called his children so that they would mature. He desired that Christ would be manifested in their lives (Galatians 4:19). 

Paul also wrote that spiritual fathers are rare relative to guardians (1 Corinthians 4:14-15). You can find a thousand guardians in local congregations before you will find a true spiritual father. Guardians may comfort and manage God’s children, but they cannot mature them. Guardians frequently overuse the term “church family” to mask the true nature of a local congregation that often functions more as a club or fraternity than a true spiritual family. The Heavenly Father’s children may survive in a local congregation being managed by a guardian, but a father is needed to mature sons and bring forth Christ in them.
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