 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Advantages of Being a Son of God
Everyone who believes Jesus and accepts him becomes a child in the family of God (John 1:12). You become a child here and now (1 John 3:1-2) without having to wait until you get to heaven. The Greek word (teknon) used for child in the two verses above refers to an immature son. A 12-year old boy in a family is a son even though he is still immature. Likewise, a child who has recently been adopted into the family of God is a son even though he is immature. In Christ, a spiritual son is neither male nor female but a spirit (Galatians 3:26-28). There are many, great blessings available for sons of God. This study explores the advantages of being His son.

Sons versus Slaves
Sons have many advantages over slaves. Contrasting sons to slaves may help you understand the advantages of being a son.

Slave Mentality: A slave is in bondage and has to work for his needs to be met. He toils in the field (or world Matthew 13:38) for approval and promotion, hoping one day to be assigned to easier tasks in the master’s big house. However, this path to promotion for a slave never leads to a permanent position in the big house. Even though slavery has been abolished, the concept of a slave is still relevant today because (1) the god of this world has blinded the eyes of unbelievers, keeping them in bondage (2 Corinthians 4:4); (2) immature believers are kept under the control of guardians and still in bondage (Galatians 4:1-2); and (3) the religious system keeps believers immature and holds them in bondage. 

Even though a child is heir of the family estate, he cannot control the estate until he is grown.

Galatians 4:3 (New American Standard Bible)

So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world.
These elementary things of the world include fear, toil and striving for position. These elementary things were evident at the fall of man in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:7-19). 

· Facing lack, Adam and Eve began to work for provisions of clothing (verse 7) and food (verse 19). In the world’s system, people are expected to work to meet their own basic necessities.

· Facing fear, Adam and Eve sought protection by hiding themselves (verse 8). Guns, houses, investments, insurance and retirement funds are just a few of the instruments used for security and protection in the world.

· Facing adversity, Adam and Eve each competed for prominence by trying to put himself/herself in the best possible light relative to others. In general, competing for prominence may help people receive more rewards than others when rewards are limited. Likewise, competing for prominence may help people minimize adverse conditions, such as penalties for inappropriate actions. Adam tried to make himself appear as better than the woman, claiming that she was responsible for the disobedient act of eating the forbidden fruit (verse 12). Similarly, Eve tried to make herself appear as better than the serpent, claiming that it was really at fault (verse 13). Comparing oneself to others is often used to improve a person’s position relative to others.

Hence the elementary principles of the world are protection, provision and prominence.

Sons of God: Sons of the Heavenly Father do not have to struggle with protection, provision and prominence. First, heaven’s provisions for sons are inexhaustible. By seeking the kingdom of heaven first, sons receive an abundance of provisions from their Father (Matthew 6:33). Second, heaven’s protection for sons is infallible. Sons are given authority to overcome all enemies; and nothing shall harm them (Luke 10:19). Warring angels fight for them (Psalm 34:7). Third, the Father’s rewards for sons are infinite (unlimited). The Father gives all things to one son without diminishing anything for another son.

1 Corinthians 3:21-22 (New American Standard Bible)

21 So then let no one boast in men for all things belong to you, 

22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or things present or things to come; all things belong to you.
There is no legitimate basis for competition in the kingdom of heaven. Competitively lifting yourself up is prideful and boastful and will cause the Lord to oppose what the person is doing (James 4:6). As you humble yourself under the hand of the Lord (1 Peter 5:6) and submit one to another (Ephesians 5:21) He will lift you up in honor.

Kings and Priests
Mature sons of God, both male and female, serve as priests to the Heavenly Father and rule in life as kings. 

Revelation 1:5b-6 (New King James Version)

5b To Him [Jesus Christ] who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 

6 and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
Serve as Priests: The sanctuary which Israel built in the wilderness symbolized the Lord’s presence among His people. 

Exodus 25:8 (New American Standard Bible)

8 Let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that I may dwell among them. 

The most holy place in the sanctuary contained the Lord’s earthly throne or mercy seat. However, a veil separated the most holy place from the rest of the sanctuary. The purpose of the veil was to prevent the priests who served in the sanctuary from entering the most holy place. Only the high priest could enter the most holy place on the Day of Atonement with the blood of a sacrifice (Leviticus 16:11-17). The sacrifice of bulls and goats offered by the high priest pointed to a way for man to approach God, but it did not open up the true way. As long as the veil blocked the entrance, man could not know the true way into the most holy place. The sacrifice offered by the high priest foreshadowed the perfect sacrifice.

When Jesus died on the cross, as the perfect sacrifice, the veil of the temple was torn in two (Matthew 27:51). The torn veil indicated that the true way to God is now open. The sacrifice of Jesus is the true way to God. The blood of Jesus opened up the way to the presence of the Lord.

Jesus became the great high priest who passed through the heaves (Hebrews 4:14). He established a superior and eternal priesthood (Hebrews 6:20). No longer were priests restricted to the descendants of Levi. Instead, the new priesthood encompasses all believers in the blood-bought church. 

1 Peter 2:9 (Amplified Bible)

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a dedicated nation, [God's] own purchased, special people, that you may set forth the wonderful deeds and display the virtues and perfections of Him Who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.
Believers now have boldness to enter into heaven’s most holy place, through the veil, every day

Hebrews 10:19-20 (New American Standard Bible)

19 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, 

20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh. 

As priests, sons come before the Lord to celebrate the blood of Jesus. They come boldly to the throne of grace to receive from the Lord.

Hebrews 4:16 (New American Standard Bible)

Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
They receive mercy and help as needed.

Rule as Kings: From the beginning, man was meant to rule (Genesis 1:26-28). Through disobedience, man’s rulership was lost to the evil one (2 Corinthians 4:4). Jesus Christ restored rulership to the body of Christ (Matthew 28:18). Sons of God are being groomed to rule.

Romans 5:17 (Amplified Bible)

For if because of one man's trespass (lapse, offense) death reigned through that one, much more surely will those who receive [God's] overflowing grace (unmerited favor) and the free gift of righteousness [putting them into right standing with Himself] reign as kings in life through the one Man Jesus Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One).
Sons must first learn to rule their own souls. They have to receive discipline by spiritual fathers so that they can hear the Lord’s voice and rule their own souls. Spiritual fathers will help develop and direct sons as they watch over their souls (Hebrews 13:17). As the sons of God mature they will overcome the same problems that are hindering and defeating people in the world.
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