 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Prosperity Arises Out of a Servant’s Heart
Prosperity begins in the heart (through the word of God and Spirit of God) and then flows over into the soul (mind, attitude, will, and emotions) and is eventually manifested in the outside through finances and circumstances. The Lord’s greatest desire for you is that you first prosper inside and that this prosperity be manifested in your finances and circumstances (3 John 2). As you read this verse, you will see that the Lord wants you to prosper and to be in health even as your soul prospers. Your soul will prosper as your mind, your attitude, your will and your emotions come in line with the Lord’s will as shown by his word. Your outward prosperity (including finances) is influenced by your inward prosperity.

An excellent example of this concept of prosperity is the patriarch Joseph. Joseph was sold into slavery in Egypt, but the Lord did not abandon him. As you read Genesis 39:1-5, you will see that the Lord was with him. Because the Lord was with Joseph, he prospered while in slavery. The Egyptian saw that the Lord was with Joseph and that Joseph served him well. He made Joseph overseer of his house. Then lies were told about Joseph and he was sent to prison. It is comforting to know that the Lord did not abandon Joseph in prison, but the Lord continued to be with him. Joseph again started at the bottom and began serving in the prison. As you read Genesis 39:20-23, you will see that Joseph served well and the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of everything. The Lord was with Joseph and caused everything he did to prosper. 

The story of Joseph is relevant to you today. Jesus Christ, our Lord, is the same today as he was in the day of Joseph (Hebrews 13:8). Since the Lord has not changed, you can confidently trust that he will be with you even in the most difficult situations. Since the Lord is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34), you can trust that what he did for Joseph he will do for you. He will be with you and cause you to prosper in all that you do. As you serve well in whatever situation you find yourself, you will prosper because the Lord is with you. Prosperity arises from a servant’s heart but is manifested so that everyone can see it.

Jesus Christ has all power and authority in heaven and in earth (Matthew 28:18), which makes him the ruling sovereign or king. The dominion over which he rules and influences lives is called the kingdom of God. The word of God repeatedly admonishes us to seek the kingdom of God first rather than the things of this world. As you diligently strive to operate in the kingdom and according to kingdom principles, King Jesus will provide you those things that his servants need.  Read Luke 12:31-44. This passage shows repeatedly that servants of the king are blessed in all aspects of their lives, which includes prosperity. Servants who wait on the Lord or serve him and those who watch for him are blessed (Luke 12:34-35). Servants who diligently serve in whatever role they are assigned are blessed (Luke 12:42-43). Whether you are working in the kitchen at home or on the job, you will be rewarded for faithfulness. King Jesus promotes faithful servants to positions of great authority (Luke 12:44). As a faithful servant, you can expect to be given authority and power over all that pertains to the King.
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