 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Hearing the Voice of the Lord
Walking along a trail through the woods one day, I was passed by two college students and a pack of their dogs. As they approached a fork in the trail ahead, the young woman spoke quietly in a high-pitched voice to her little dogs without ever slowing down. Half of the dogs knew her voice and pealed off from the pack to follow her. The young man spoke in a deep, authoritative voice, “C'mon dogs!” Without hesitation, all the big dogs followed him. The dogs knew the voice of their master. No struggle was needed to separate the pack of dogs. Obviously, each dog owner had spent much time with his/her dogs so that the dogs quickly recognized and obeyed the master’s voice. There is a great lesson to be learned from this simple example. Maintaining a close personal relationship with your heavenly Master, Jesus Christ, will enable you to hear His voice and stay on the right path.

Jesus said that His sheep would know His voice.

John 10:4 (New American Standard Bible)

When he [the shepherd] puts forth all his own [sheep], he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.
This devotional will help you hear and recognize the voice of the Lord.

Benefits of Hearing His Voice
It is not enough just to know about the Lord, but you must experience Him. The way to begin experiencing Him is become attentive to His voice. You will benefit from hearing His voice and be a benefit to others by impacting their lives.

His words are spirit (John 6:63), and they will bring life, healing and a mighty deliverance. Follow the path of righteousness for His word will lead you, guide you, and promote you. His eyes are upon you to watch over and protect His word. Jesus explained that the kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed (Matthew 13:31-32). A mustard seed grows and grows and is watered from the rain of heaven and receives the sunshine. It grows into a great tree and its branches reach to the sky. The fowls of the air come and have refuge there. Likewise, people will come and find refuge in His word that is in you. Cast not your pearls before swine and refuse not those who need encouragement, financial support, and those who need to hear from the Lord. 

As the Spirit brings forth the word, believers will be made alive in Jesus. You enter the rest of the Lord by believing His word. You consistently stay in His rest by consistently following the Spirit of the Lord. The Holy Spirit reveals heart issues. When the heart issue is revealed, there is impact. Prosperity does not come from doing certain steps. Hearing the Lord causes a person to prosper. 

Hindrances to Hearing His Voice
There are some common hindrances to hearing the voice of the Lord. Only those people who belong to the Lord are given the promise of hearing His voice. Unbelievers generally do not hear His voice, because their spirits have not been regenerated to the things of heaven.

Many people have not heard the voice of the Lord, because their ears have not been attentive. They have been playing games. The time is short, and they must learn how to hear His voice. There are those who are settled and those who are comfortable and complacent with their worship, praise and knowledge. These people have taken the Father’s word within the context of their own thinking and perverted His plan. These have been playing with religion. These games hinder people from hearing the voice of the Lord. He is tired of these games.

When people are told what God wants them to do and they do the opposite, then they are not rooted and grounded in the Lord. They must learn to hear from the Lord themselves and follow His leading. The biggest spiritual deception occurs as people think they are following the voice of the Lord and truly they are following man. They have not developed a love for the truth.

2 Thessalonians 2:10 (New American Standard Bible)

and [the coming of antichrist will be attended] with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. 
A love of the truth will keep you on the true path of righteousness.

How to Hear His Voice
Renew Your Mind: The same attitude and mind of Christ Jesus can direct your thoughts through the word of God and the Holy Spirit (Philippians 2:5). Renew your mind to the word of God (Ephesians 4:23). Let the word of God richly fill your life (Colossians 3:16) and be a doer of the word (James 1:22). Jesus said, “Take heed what you hear and how you hear it” (Mark 4:24; Luke 8:18). How you hear it means you are to hear with your spirit man, because the spirit man can discern God’s word. The unction inside the believer is there not only to teach the believer but to protect the believer (1 John 2:20, 27).

Fellowship with the Holy Spirit: The Holy Spirit gives direction from the Father’s heart. He shows you the Father’s good pleasure (Philippians 2:13). Be attentive to the still, small voice of the Spirit rather than the many loud, driving voices of the world. The Holy Spirit speaks to you in the night watches, as well as when you are awake. You will have a witness in your spirit to the plan and purpose for which you have been called.

Pray and Praise: Communicate with the Lord frequently, and always be open to hear from Him. Prayer should be a two-way dialogue in which you speak to Him and you listen to Him as He speaks to you. Pray with understanding and pray in the spirit.

1 Corinthians 14:15 (New American Standard Bible)

What is the outcome then? I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with the mind also; I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the mind also.
Praying in the spirit causes the mind to be quiet (1 Corinthians 14:14), which helps you hear the voice of the Lord. Honor and reverence the Lord through praise. Even in adversity, you can offer the sacrifice of praise (Hebrews 13:15). Purify your praise, so that it is focused and effective. 

Conclusions
The waters of the Lord’s fountain are springing up in His people (John 4:14). The Holy Spirit is pouring out upon those who are willing to hear from the Lord (John 16:13). The Lord is inviting His people to move to a higher level in Him. Your hearing has to be fine-tuned as you go higher up the mountain of the Lord. Those who are close to Him will hear His voice and move with His voice. Listen closely to the voice of His Spirit. The Lord will confirm the things that you are to do.
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