Giving with Purity and Purpose
Believers live through the sacrifice and giving of Jesus Christ. Although Jesus Christ was rich, he became poor, so that we might become rich (2 Corinthians 8:9). We are expected to follow his example and give to support the advancement of the kingdom of God and to help meet the needs of others as we are led by the Holy Spirit. The Lord is more concerned with how we give (the condition of our heart and our motives) than he is with what we give. You may think that the Lord will reward you for the size of your offering, but his rewards are closely tied to what he finds in your heart. Jesus thought very highly about the poor widow’s offering of two small copper coins. Read about his assessment of her offering in Mark 12:41‑44. The Lord is looking for purity and purpose in your heart as you give.

Purity: Jesus taught that believers should not give a gift to the Lord without having a clear mind and conscience. Read Matthew 5:23‑24 and 6:1‑2 about preparation for giving. You are to be reconciled with others before offering a gift to the Lord. How many people are giving big offerings but holding unforgiveness, bitterness or anger in their hearts? They may receive recognition from men for giving such gifts, but that is the extent of their rewards. They can not count on a reward from the Lord with iniquities or impurities in their heart even though they give a big offering. The churches of Macedonia are a great example of giving out of a pure heart, because they first gave themselves to the Lord before they offered their gifts to him (2 Corinthians 8:5).

Purpose: You should give as you have purposed in your heart (2 Corinthians 9:7). The Lord looks for purpose in your heart. He created you with purpose and destiny in mind. Believers are destined to become conformed to the image of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:29). What is your general purpose, and more specifically, what is your purpose for giving? Do you give out of obligation or fear of what might happen if you do not give? You are to be motivated by neither of these things. Instead, give in obedience to the Lord rather than out of obligation. Believers are to be motivated by love in all that they do; the love of Christ controls us (2 Corinthians 5:14). Read the eight and ninth chapters of 2 Corinthians to explore the concept of giving with purpose. The believers at the Corinthian church had purposed in their heart to help meet the needs of other believers in Jerusalem. The Lord is well pleased with an offering from believers who purpose through a willing mind to do that which is good and then carry out their intentions according to their abilities. Let all of your giving be with purpose. Giving that is consistent with your eternal purpose is the highest form of giving. Give as Christ gave himself for the body of Christ.
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