 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Understanding Forgiveness
What is forgiveness?
In the natural, you have the right to get even with a person for committing a wrong against you. If someone kicks in your door out of anger, then you have a right for him to replace the door. However, the word of God teaches you to walk in the spirit rather than in the natural realm. Harboring unforgiveness is natural, but forgiveness is an indication that you are walking in the spirit. When you forgive the person who wrongs you, then you acknowledge that a wrong has been done and release your right to get even. It is a supernatural experience.

The love of God flowing through you counts no wrongs committed against you by another person (1 Corinthians 13:5). It does not take into account a wrong suffered. No matter what is done, love always forgives. 

Ephesians 4:32 (New American Standard Bible)


Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

The motive to forgive someone is to emulate the forgiveness God showed us by sacrificing His Son for our sins.

Why is forgiveness important?

1. God forgives you as you forgive others. 

Jesus taught that we are to ask the Father to forgive us, as we also have forgiven others (Matthew 6:14-15). He also taught "Forgive, and you will be forgiven" (Luke 6:37). Forgiveness towards others will bring peace in your relationships.

No matter what you have done, God has forgiven you in Jesus Christ. He bore our guilt and our shame on the cross (Isaiah 53:4-5). Everything that was against us was nailed to the cross on which Jesus was crucified (Colossians 2:14). Even the records of our debts, trespasses and sins were completely eliminated.

2. Forgiving others releases them.
God has given you authority to forgive other people for the wrongs and trespasses they have committed against God, against you, and against others. God forgives those whom you forgive (John 20:23). Jesus declared that the sins of the paralyzed man were forgiven (Matthew 9:2). Just as Jesus declared the forgiveness of sins, you can declare that the sins of others are forgiven and all heaven will agree. "Whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven" (Matthew 16:19).

If one person forgives someone then other believers are to forgive him also. Paul wrote that the "one whom you forgive anything, I forgive also" (2 Corinthians 2:10-11). He forgave those who persecuted his disciples for the sake of his disciples. Otherwise, the enemy would have an advantage over them. He knew the destructive nature of unforgiveness.

3. Forgiving others frees you.
In the parable of the unforgiving servant, the king took account of his servants’ debts (Matthew 18:23-35). The servant who owed much more than he could possibly pay asked for leniency. This servant represents all of us for we are unable to pay the debts that result from our transgressions against God. The king forgave the servant, eliminating all of his debt (Matthew 18:27). The servant who had been forgiven the large debt demanded payment from a fellow servant who owed him a small amount. Later, the first servant’s debt was reinstated because of his unforgiveness. The first servant would have been completely free of his debts if he had only been forgiving to his fellow servant. Unforgiveness binds you, forgiveness frees you.

4. Forgiving others purifies your heart and brings peace and joy.
God flows through pure hearts. He wants your heart pure (free from anger, worry, bitterness, unforgiveness, etc.). If you have anything against a brother, make amends. Forgiveness is a spiritual concept. It can be given even when it is not received by the person for whom it is intended. For example, you can forgive a person whom you have held unforgiveness towards even after his death. Forgiveness can be received even without having been given. For example, you can receive forgiveness for what you did wrong even if the person you wronged is no longer around. Giving and receiving forgiveness together do more than just purify the heart. When forgiveness is both given and received, it will lead to reconciliation between the person who was wronged and the one who committed the wrong. Purifying your heart allows you to ascend into His presence where you will find peace and joy (Psalm 24:3-4). Hence, peace and joy result from being merciful and forgiving those who have wronged you.

Matthew 5:7 (Amplified Bible)

Blessed (happy, to be envied, and spiritually prosperous--with life-joy and satisfaction in God's favor and salvation, regardless of their outward conditions) are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy!
5. Forgiving others emulates Jesus.
Jesus prayed while hanging on the cross, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing" (Luke 23:33-34). Seek Christ’s righteousness by faith. Imitate the righteous character of Christ. As you forgive others, you manifest Christ in your daily life and in your relationships.

Fred C. White

Fountain of Life Ministries International

Internet: http://www.HisFountain.net/index.html

Email: fred@HisFountain.net
