 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Cross as a War Memorial
Communities around the globe revere the valiant warrior who fell in battle. Monuments, statues or other structures are often built and displayed to celebrate a war or victory or to honor those who died in war. These war memorials are often engraved with ‘Lest We Forget.’ The main intent of war memorials is not to glorify war, but to honor those who have died. 

The cross of Jesus Christ, which serves as a symbol of Christian faith, is a memorial to the epic war between heaven and hell which was held over two thousand years ago. Two opposing camps met in Jerusalem on the way to Calvary. On one side stood the hordes of hell, the religious system of Judaism and the political system backed by the military might of the Roman Empire. On the opposite side of the conflict during the day of crucifixion stood heaven’s sole representative, an unarmed warrior – the only begotten son of God – Jesus.

Jesus was brutally beaten and then crucified on the cross. He freely gave His life for the world so that we could be reconciled to God. Jesus’ death on the cross was a great triumph over all of God’s enemies. In Jesus and the cross, God forgave all sins and disarmed the rulers and authorities, making a public example of them (Colossians 2:14–15). His tragic death brought great victory to those who would believe in the finished work of the cross. 

A succinct description of what Jesus accomplished on the cross for us is given in Isaiah 52:13–53:17. A highlight from this passage is given in the following three verses.

Isaiah 53:4–6 (New American Standard Bible)

4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried, yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 

5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed. 

6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.
We can all spend the rest of our lives exploring what Jesus accomplished for us on the cross, and still we will not have searched it all out. The riches of Jesus Christ are unending, boundless and inexhaustible (Ephesians 3:8 Amplified Bible)

The message of the cross is the power of God (1 Corinthians 1:18 New American Standard Bible). Even when the cross is not adorned on the necks of Christians, it is fixed in their hearts and minds.

Communion
Christians honor or keep alive the memory of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ with a ceremony called communion. Communion is a practice that is meant to be observed frequently throughout the life of a Christian. It is a time of worship when we remember and celebrate what Jesus did for us. 

Jesus established the ordinance of communion at His last supper shortly before he was arrested and then crucified.

Matthew 26:26-28 (New American Standard Bible)

26 While they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, "Take, eat; this is My body." 

27 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; 

28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.
Communion is a powerful ordinance of the church. Here are a few things that happen as we observe communion. First, by observing communion we are remembering Jesus and all that He has done for us in his life, death and resurrection: 

1 Corinthians 11:24-25 (New American Standard Bible)

24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me."

25 In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 
Second, by observing communion we are proclaiming His death until He comes. It is a statement of our faith in the work of the cross: 

1 Corinthians 11:26 (New American Standard Bible)

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
Third, by observing communion we take time to examine ourselves: 

1 Corinthians 11:28 (New American Standard Bible)

But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup.
Fourth, by observing communion we show our participation in the body of Christ. His life becomes our life and we become members of each other: 

1 Corinthians 10:16-17 (New American Standard Bible)

16 Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ? 

17 Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread.
Spirit-Charged Environment
The Holy Spirit sets the environment and charges the environment with the energy of God. The environment around the cross as Jesus was being crucified was charged with God’s energy.

Matthew 27:50-52 (New American Standard Bible)

50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. 

51 And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth shook and the rocks were split. 

52 The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised;
The Holy Spirit will charge the environment as believers observe communion. As believers examine themselves in preparation for observing communion, the Holy Spirit will convict them of their sins. Then God will grant repentance (Acts 11:18), and they can receive the refreshing of the Holy Spirit (Acts 3:19).
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