 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Contentment
Contentment denotes a relationship with the heavenly Father. The book of Hebrews states that you are to be content, because the Lord is with you. 

Hebrews 13:5 (New American Standard Bible) Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU," 
Contentment is based on your relationship with the Lord rather than on the things which you posses.

Being in the arms of the Father is a place of contentment. There are varying degrees of contentment depending on your relationship with the Father. The more you trust Him, the greater is your contentment. 

Paul was not looking at the situation, but he was reminding himself that he could trust the Father to take care of him.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (New American Standard Bible) 

9 And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness " Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 

10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.

Philippians 4:11 (New American Standard Bible) Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. 
Looking at David in Psalms, you can see that he reached a place of contentment.

Psalm 23:1-3 (New American Standard Bible)

1 The LORD is my shepherd,I shall not want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters. 

3 He restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of righteousness For His name's sake. 
The contentment David expresses in this passage is derived from his relationship with the Lord as his shepherd.

You can be content but not complacent. You can be content without being satisfied where you are. Contentment is not satisfaction but is your relationship and trust in the Lord. Being satisfied or not satisfied is not contentment. Contentment is a spiritual word that has nothing to do with circumstances or what you possess or what you do possess. 

Your relationship with the Father cannot be based on what He can give you or what you can do for Him. Your relationship with Him must be based on who He is. 

People followed Jesus for many different reasons. Many followed Him for the miracles which He performed (John 6:2). These people were looking for the things they could get from him, such as a healing, fish and loaves of bread. Some of His followers were caught up in serving Him. Martha was distracted, worried and bothered with all her serving (Luke 10:40-41). But Mary just wanted to be close to Jesus. She chose to sit at His feet and hear His words (Luke 10:42). You are to follow Mary’s example of a close relationship.

A good understanding of marriage will help you understand your relationship with the Father. You are not to marry a person for what he/she can give you, or how well he/she performs, or how well the two of you function together. All of these things will pass away. But the person you marry will remain throughout eternity. Therefore, marry a person and build a lasting relationship with that person on the basis of who he/she is. The same principles can be applied to developing your relationship with the Father. Build your relationship with the Father on the basis of who He is.

Your relationship with the Father determines your relationship with others. Since God is love (1 John 4:8), the more time you spend with Him, the more of His love you receive. As you receive His love, you will be able to love others.

There are those who have gone back from serving the Lord, seeking something other than the kingdom of God. Peter and several of the other disciples went back to fishing after the death and resurrection of Jesus (John 21:2-3). Those who go back may get what they want, but they will not experience contentment outside of a vibrant relationship with the Father. 

Your life does not consist of what you have or what you do for others. Your life consists of how well you know the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

John 17:3 (New American Standard Bible) "This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 
Out of knowing the Lord, doors will open up to impact others. Go for the impact!
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